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ABSTRACT 

A total of 10,763 crabs, belonging to 18 species, collected from 
different areas in Taiwan were examined for Paragonimus. The presence 
of the rodent lung fluke, P. iloktsuenensis, was recorded for the first 
time. This parasite is restricted in distribution to Alilao village of 
Taipei County. P. westermani was found distributed in north-western 
Taiwan, particularly in Taipei, Hsinchu and Miaoli Counties. The 
prevalence of infections . in the crab hosts are given in TABLE I. It 
was observed that the occurrence of Paragonimus infection in the crab, 
Potamon rathbuni, has decreased in the last twenty years in Taoyuan, 
Hsinchu and Miaoli Counties. In contrast, no decrease was found in the 
crab, Eriochelr japonicus, during the last two decades. 

Four species of crab-transmitted trematodes other than Paragonimus 
were found in the present study. Of these, one was a new species 
and two were recorded for the first time in Taiwan. 

Nearly twenty species of Paragonimus 
in Asia, Africa and the Western Hemi
sphere have been described since the 
discovery of Paragonimus rudis by Diesing 
in 1850 (1). Of these, only Paragonimus 
westermani is known in Taiwan recently. 
Kinugasa (2) and Sai (3) made extensive 
county wide surveys for P. westermani 
infections in Eriocheir and Potamon crabs in 
Taoyuan, Hsinchu, and MiaoIi Counties, and 
Taichung, Changhua and Nantou Counties, 
respectively. Huang and Chiu (4) determined 
the rate of P. westermani infection in 
Eriocheir japonicus crabs being marketed 
in Taipei city for the purpose of the 
investigation of the increase in the number 
of paragonimiasis patients in this city 
after the war. During a skin test study 
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with purified derivatives of P. westermani 
and Clonorchis sinensis in inhabitants in 
Hsinchu County, Watten, Kuntz and Liu 
(5) also examined a considerable number 
of Eriocheir and Potamon crabs. 

Since 1959 extensive examinations of 
crabs have been made by the author in 
order to secure more information about 
the genus Paragonimus on this island. 
Consequently, the presence of Paragonimus 
iloktsuenensis was recorded (6). The 
present paper is to record those findings 
obtained from the crab examinations. Some 
previous published data are included in 
this report for the sake of completeness. 

MA TERIALS AND METHODS 

A total of 10,763 crabs were collected 
from various areas in Taiwan, mostly 
from August 1959 to February 1962 and 
a few in 1964. The majority of crabs 
were obtained from the plain area of the 






















