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Jun-Yi Lin and Hsien-Yu Cheng (1981) A new species of Takydromus (Sauria: 
Lacertidae) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 20 (1): 43-47. Five 
specimens of Takydromus hsuehshanensis sp. nov. were collected at the elevation 
between 2500 and 2950 m near the summit of Mt. Hsiaohsueh. The likely distribution 
of this species may extend from 1800 to 3000 m elevation in a mixed vegetation of 
/tdiscanthus transmorrisonensis, Pteridium equilinum, Indocalamus niitakayamensis and 
coniferous species along the Hsueh-shan Range. This species differs mainly from 
the other Takydromus in Taiwan in having smooth ventrals, and from T. tachy
dromoides, 11 closely related species in Japan, in having three pairs of chin-shields. 

<=;rass lizards (Genus Takydromus) are 

known to occur in grassland and woody areas 
below the elevation of 1200 m in Taiwan(4,5). 
However, we found five specimens of an 
undescribed species of the Genus Takydromus 

at the elevation between 2500 m and 2950 m, 
close to the summit of Mt. Hsiao-hsueh (/.J'\~ 

LlJ). They form the basis for the following 
description. 

All measurements were determined to the 
nearest 0.1 mm and were shown as the percentage 
of snout-vent length (SVL). Scale counts and 
measurements are standardized as follows: (1) 

labials include the most posterior one distinctly 
larger than the adjacent scales; (2) ventrals 
include the outmost longitudinal series which 
are as long as other ventrals; (3) head length 
was measured from snout-tip to posterior edge 
of ear opening; (4) head breadth was measured 
at the widest point near the angle of the jaw; 
(5) snout breadth \\ as measured between the 
outer edges of supraoculars at the center of the 
eyes; (6) length of foreleg or hindleg was 
measured from axilla or groin to the tip of the 
longest digit of foreleg or hindleg. 
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Takyaromus hsuehshanensis sp. nov. 

(Fig. 1) 

Holotype: TURL L-002, 62.4 mm SVL, male, 
Mt. Hsiao-hsueh (24° 17'N, 121°l'E), Taiwan, 
elev. 2500-2950 m, collected by Mei-li Liu and 
Hsien-yu Cheng, June 12, 1980, deposited at 
Biology Department, Tunghai University, Tai
chung, Taiwan. 
Paratypes: (five specimens, same data as the 
holotype). TURL L-001, 37.7 mm SVL, male; 
TURL L-003, 62.0 mm SVL, female; TURL 
L-004, 57.5 mm SVL, female; TURL L-005, 
61.3 mm SVL, female; TURL L-006, 25.0 mm 
SVL (hatched in the laboratory). 
Type locality: Mt. Hsiao-hsueh, Taiwan, the 
Republic of China. 
Diagnosis: Body more or less broad; chin
shields in three pairs; two femoral pores on 
each side; large and smooth ventrals in six 
longitudinal series; enlarged keeled lateral scales 
above ventrals; supraoculars in contact with 
superciliaries, no or few granules between them. 
Description of Holotype and Para types (Fig. 2): 
Rostral, pentagonal, separated· from fronto-nasal 
by anterior nasals; nostril between anterior and 










