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Paolo Parenti (2003) On the status of species classified in the genus Perca by Johann Julius Walbaum (1792).
Zoological Studies 42(4): 491-505.  The status of 20 nominal species described by Walbaum (1792) in the
genus Perca is determined.  Thirteen nominal species (P. bifasciata, P. callyodon, P. grammistes, P. jagonis, P.
koelreuteri, P. koschar, P. nadjil, P. norwegica, P. reticulata, P. septemfasciata, P. tessellata, P. tigrina, P. tri-
fasciata) are shown to be junior synonyms of well known percoid fishes, one (P. blennoides) is regarded as a
nomen dubium, and 6 nominal species have been found to predate long-accepted taxa.  Perca balah is a
senior synonym of Cephalopholis argus (Bloch and Schneider, 1801), P. dorso of Lutjanus sebae (Cuvier,
1816), P. lentiginosa of Paracirrhites forsteri (Schneider, 1801), P. maculosa of Cephalopholis taeniops
(Valenciennes, 1828), P. manca of Epinephelus quoyanus (Cuvier, 1830), and P. tysonis of Amphiprion percula
(Lacepède, 1801).  Conditions exist, however, that allow reversal of precedence and maintenance of prevailing
usage in accordance with the Principle of Priority as provided by Article 23.9.1 of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature.  Thus, the 6 junior synonyms of other authors are here regarded as valid and quali-
fied as nomina protecta, whereas the corresponding senior names of Walbaum are here recognized as invalid
and qualified as nomina oblita.  http://www.sinica.edu.tw/zool/zoolstud/42.4/491.pdf
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Johann Julius Walbaum (1724-1799), doctor
of medicine and owner of a cabinet of natural
objects in Lubeck, became well known through
several zoological publications on fishes and tur-
tles (Müller 1973).  In ichthyology, his major contri-
bution was the Petri Artedi renovati, a work con-
ceived to present all genera and species of fishes
known to date, arranged according to Artedi

,
s

classification and accompanied by an updated bib-
liographic reference (Walbaum 1788-1793).  In the
3rd part of his book (Genera Piscium) Walbaum
(1792) named more than 200 new species of fish-
es.  The book was severely criticized by Cuvier
(1828a) and almost ignored throughout the
Histoire Naturelle des Poissons.  Several decades
later, Theodore Gill recognized some value to
Walbaum

,
s work“because of the reproduction of

the descriptions of the new genera introduced by

various authors into the system”and for“the
incorporation therein, under specific names, of
anonymous American species described by
Schoepf”(Gill 1872: 38).  In a following article Gill
(1903: 745) stated,“The Genera Piscium was
well edited by Walbaum....  He brought the work
[of Linnaeus] up to date by addition given in foot-
note.” Despite these opinions, historical reasons
combined with Walbaum

,
s style (species not

accompanied by type material, description poor in
many instances, no illustration given except for
Zeus stroemii, and no type locality reported for
over 42% of the new species described) con-
tributed to the relegation of most of Walbaum

,
s

species to obscurity.
The Genera Piscium includes 43 nominal

species that are currently recognized as valid.  Of
the remaining available names, roughly 60% have
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no status (Eschmeyer 1998, Parenti 2002b).  A
careful reexamination of the text revealed that the
group of unplaced names contains several senior
and junior synonyms of well-known fish species
(Parenti 2002a b, Parenti and Pietsch 2003).  The
consequence of the discovery that older names
predate long-established ones necessitates
nomenclatural actions.  The International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (1999) states that the
principle of priority is to be used to promote stabili-
ty and not upset long-accepted names.  Therefore,
in accordance with that principle, the application of
reversal of precedence of 2 names and the conti-
nuation of the prevailing usage of a younger syno-
nym is allowed when 2 conditions are met (see
Article 23.9): (1) a name has not been used as
valid since 1899, and (2) the valid name has been
used as such in at least 25 works, published by at
least 10 authors during the past 50 yr, encompass-
ing a span of not less that 10 yr.  If both conditions
apply, then the older name is invalid and qualified
as a nomen oblitum, whereas the younger syno-
nym is valid and qualified as a nomen protectum.

In this paper, a study of the species described
by Walbaum in the genus Perca, as a part of a
comprehensive study of the importance of Johann
Julius Walbaum in ichthyology, is reported.  Six
names have been found to represent senior syno-
nyms of well-known fish species.  The aim of this
work is twofold: i) to provide evidence that these
names represent nomina oblita and thus can be
invalidated by reversal of precedence, and ii) to
give a status to all the nominal species of the
genus Perca described by Walbaum and that have
been ignored in the scientific literature (Eschmeyer
1998).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

All species described as new by Walbaum are
based on literature sources.  No type material is
known for them.  Therefore all conclusions are
based on the examination of original texts.  A full
translation from Latin of both the diagnosis and
description for each species is given.  The adopted
style is as close as possible to the original author

,
s

style.
Species accounts are presented according to

Walbaum
,
s style, but some explanations are need-

ed.  The original source is given in italics at the
end of either the diagnosis or the description
exactly as reported in Walbaum

,
s text.  In some

instances Walbaum accompanied his diagnosis by

one or more short paragraphs, herein labeled as
“additional diagnosis”, which include diagnoses of
species that the author regarded as synonyms.  In
Walbaum

,
s text, this diagnosis is placed either

before or after the true description (lacking for
some species) and followed by a reference.  For
convenience, I have always placed it before the
description.  Sometimes a vernacular name taken
from the literature is also added.  Walbaum copied
descriptions almost entirely and verbatim from
other authors

,
original text, preferring a short sum-

mary only when the original was very long (as for
the species described by Koelreuter).  Following
each description is a“comments”section dis-
cussing the status of the species.

RESULTS

Under the genus Perca, Walbaum listed 75
species and 15 varieties (of which 5 were non-
Latinized).  Among them, 27 are new and usually
labeled by the author

,
s initial“W.”at the end of a

short diagnosis.  All these new taxa (including
those known from the current literature) along with
their present allocation are reported in Table 1.
Four nominal species (P. apoda, P. rufa, P. sax-
atilis, and P. unicolor) are presently regarded as
valid, while 3 (P. furva, P. immaculata, and P. stel-
lio) represent well-recognized junior synonyms
(Eschmeyer 1998).  The status of the other 20
nominal species is discussed below.  Species are
arranged alphabetically in 2 main sections: senior
(6) and junior (13) synonyms.  One nominal
species is regarded as nomen dubium and dis-
cussed separately.

Senior synonyms

Perca balah Walbaum

Perca balah Walbaum, 1792: 338.  Type locality: Red Sea.

Diagnosis: Body dark brown; with blue spots.
Forsskål Descr. Animal 41.

Description: Posterior margin of anal fin and
soft dorsal fin whitish.

Comments: The description is very short and
represents one of 2 varieties (variety b) of Perca
miniata Forsskål, 1775.  Randall and Heemstra
(1991: 34) reported that the 1st author who gave a
binomial name to variety b was Bloch, naming it
Bodianus guttatus (Bloch, 1790: 36).  This name
(as well as Anthias argus Bloch, 1792, based on
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the same variety) was placed on the Official List of
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology in
order to preserve Cephalopholis argus Bloch and
Schneider, 1801 as the valid name for this species.
Randall and Heemstra overlooked the existence of
a 3rd name, Perca balah Walbaum, which pre-
dates C. argus.  However, conditions exist that
allow application of reversal of precedence and
maintenance of prevailing usage of the junior syno-
nym in accordance with the purpose of the princi-
ple of priority.  Both the conditions of Article 23.9.1
of the International Code of Zoological Nomencla-
ture are met: Perca balah has not been used as
valid since 1899 (Article 23.9.1.1), and C. argus
has been used as a valid name by at least 10
authors in 25 publications during the past 50 yr,
encompassing a span of not less than 10 yr
(Article 23.9.1.2).  Herein, C. argus is regarded as
the valid name and qualified as a nomen protec-
tum.  Perca balah Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid
name and here qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To

give evidence that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2
are met, the following publications are included:
Kyushin et al. 1982, Dor 1984, Masuda et al. 1984,
Heemstra and Randall 1986 1993 1999, Allen and
Swainston 1988, Paxton et al. 1989, Lee 1990,
Winterbottom et al. 1989, Randall et al. 1990,
Randall and Heemstra 1991, Francis 1993, Goren
and Dor 1994, Randall 1995 1999, Allen 1997,
Kuiter 1997, Fricke 1999, Randall and Lim 2000,
Laboute and Grandperrin 2000, Sadovy and
Cornish 2000, Randall and Earle 2000, and
Hutchins 2001a b.

Perca dorso Walbaum

Perca dorso Walbaum, 1792: 353.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Yellowish with 2 bands verging to
black; head large, dorsal fin connected with a
longer posterior part leaning to rear to forked cau-
dal fin.  W. 

Additional diagnosis: A perch with equal jaws,

Table 1. New taxa described by Walbaum (1792) in the genus Perca and their pre-
sent allocation

Original combination Present allocation

1. Perca apoda Lutjanus apodus (Walbaum, 1792), Fam. Lutjanidae
2. *Perca balaha Cephalopholis argus (Bloch and Schn., 1801), Fam. Serranidae
3. Perca bifasciataa Amphiprion polymnus (Linnaeus, 1758), Fam. Pomacentridae
4. Perca blennoides nomen dubium
5. Perca callyodona Scarus iseri (Bloch, 1789), Fam. Scaridae
6. *Perca dorsoa Lutjanus sebae (Cuvier, 1816), Fam. Lutjanidae
7. Perca furva Centropristis striata (Linnaeus, 1758), Fam. Serranidae
8. Perca grammistesa Grammistes sexlineatus (Thunberg, 1792), Fam. Serranidae
9. Perca immaculata Morone americana (Gmelin, 1789), Fam. Moronidae

10. Perca jagonisa Centrolophus niger (Gmelin, 1789), Fam. Centrolophidae.
11. Perca koelreuteria Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch, 1790), Fam. Pomacentridae
12. Perca koschara Epinephelus fuscoguttatus (Forsskål, 1775), Fam. Serranidae
13. *Perca lentiginosaa Paracirrhites forsteri (Schneider, 1801), Fam. Cirrhitidae
14. *Perca maculosaa Cephalopholis taeniops (Val., 1828), Fam. Serranidae
15. *Perca mancaa Epinephelus quoyanus (Cuvier, 1830), Fam. Serranidae
16. Perca nadjila Cephalopholis miniata (Forsskål, 1775), Fam. Serranidae
17. Perca norwegicaa Sebastes norvegicus (Ascanius, 1772), Fam. Sebastidae
18. Perca reticulataa Epinephelus striatus (Bloch, 1792), Fam. Serranidae
19. Perca rufa Holocentrus rufus (Walbaum, 1792), Fam. Holocentridae
20. Perca saxatilis Morone saxatilis (Walbaum, 1792), Fam. Moronidae
21. Perca septemfasciataa Conodon nobilis (Linnaeus, 1758), Fam. Sciaenidae
22. Perca stellio Epinephelus adscensionis (Osbeck, 1765), Fam. Serranidae
23. Perca tessellataa Parapercis cylindrica (Bloch, 1792), Fam. Pinguipedidae
24. Perca tigrinaa Serranus tigrinus (Bloch, 1790), Fam. Serranidae
25. Perca trifasciataa Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch, 1790), Fam. Pomacentridae
26. *Perca tysonisa Amphiprion percula (Lacepède, 1802), Fam. Pomacentridae
27. Perca unicolor Hypoplectrus unicolor (Walbaum, 1792), Fam. Serranidae

aNominal species that are here regarded as new synonyms. 
*Senior synonyms invalidated by reversal of precedence.
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2 dark oblique bands on both sides of the body.
Sebae thes. III, tab. 27. fig. 11. D. 11/27, P..., V.
1/6, A. 3/13, C....

Description: Not given.
Comments: Perca dorso was proposed for a

fish described and illustrated by Seba (1759: 77,
pl. 27, fig. 11), which is here reproduced in figure
1.  Cuvier (1816: 275, footnote) named it Diacope
sebae based on the same illustration (pl. 27, fig.
11) and on Russel (1803: 77, fig. xcix).  Cuvier
later described D. sebae in greater detail as new
(Cuvier and Valenciennes 1830: 411), but, in this
instance, he quoted in the footnote the wrong fi-
gure (fig. 2, which is a polynemid).  He stated that
the species has been overlooked by ichthyologists,
but it was reproduced by Russel in his collection of
fishes from Vizagapatam with the vernacular name
of botlavoo-champah.  Günther (1859: 176) placed
D. sebae under the genus Genyoroge and includ-
ed Seba

,
s plate 27, fig. 2 in the synonymy, but

again he misprinted the figure number.  Under the
account of Lutjanus sebae Bleeker (1876-77: 63)
correctly included Perca maxillis aequalibus....
Seba, pl. 27, fig. 11 and Russel

,
s specimens as

older descriptions of D. sebae Cuvier.  Thus, no
doubt remains that P. dorso Walbaum represents
the 1st available name for the species currently
known as Lutjanus sebae (Cuvier, 1816).
However, conditions exist that allow application of
reversal of precedence and maintenance of pre-
vailing usage of the junior synonym as provided by
Article 23.9.1 of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature: Perca dorso has not
been used as valid since 1899 (Article 23.9.1.1),
and L. sebae has been used as valid name in at
least 25 works, published by at least 10 authors
during the past 50 yr, encompassing a span of not
less than 10 yr (Article 23.9.1.2).  Lutjanus sebae

(Cuvier, 1816) is here regarded as the valid name
and here qualified as a nomen protectum.  Perca
dorso Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid name and here
qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To give evidence
that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2 are met, the
following publications are here included: Kyushin
et al. 1977 1982, Russell 1983, Akazaki in Masuda
et al. 1984, Dor 1984, Allen and Talbot 1985, Allen
1985, Anderson 1986, Allen and Swainston 1988a,
Winterbottom et al. 1989, Randall et al. 1990,
Kuiter 1993, Goren and Dor 1994, Randall 1995,
Allen 1997, Kuiter 1997, Fricke 1999, Johnson
1999, Nakabo 2000, Nedwman et al. 2000;
Randall and Lim 2000, Laboute and Grandperrin
2000, and Hutchins 2001a b.

Perca lentiginosa Walbaum

Perca lentiginosa Walbaum, 1792: 353.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fins distinct; dirty white,
above lateral line clouded with blackish blotch;
head spotted.

Additional diagnosis: Perca with equal jaws,
head spotted, caudal fin equal.  Sebae thes. III.
tab. 27. fig. 12. D. 10/10,12. P. 14. V. 6, A. 3/10, C.
16.

Description: Not given.
Comments: Walbaum diagnosed Perca lentigi-

nosa as new even though he omitted his initial
(W.) at the end of the statement.  As stated in the
additional diagnosis, the species is based on a fish
illustrated by Seba (pl. 27, figure 12), recognized
since Cuvier (1829: 70) as a member of the
Cirrhitidae.  The specimen is here illustrated in fi-
gure 2.  Cuvier described this fish as Cirrhites pan-
therinus nob., a new combination of Sparus pan-
therinus Lacepède, 1802.  As stated by Cuvier,
both Seba and Lacepède based their description

Fig. 1. Illustration on which the original description of Perca
dorso Walbaum, 1792 was based.

Fig. 2. Illustration on which the original description of Perca
lentiginosa Walbaum, 1792 was based.
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on a figure of Commerson, but their reproduction
of the original illustration was judged imperfect in
some details.  Moreover, at the end of his account
on C. pantherinus, Cuvier (1829: 74) recognized
Grammistes forsteri Schneider, 1801, based on the
manuscript name Perca taeniata Forster (posthu-
mously published by Lichtenstein (Forster 1844:
224)), as a member of the Cirrhitidae.  He regard-
ed G. forsteri as probably the same as his C. pan-
therinus.  Later Günther (1859: 71) and Bleeker
(1876-77: 144) correctly listed C. pantherinus as a
synonym of G. forsteri, but they overlooked P.
lentiginosa.  Grammistes forsteri is presently
assigned to the genus Paracirrhites.  Therefore, P.
lentiginosa Walbaum is here regarded as the 1st
available name for the species currently known as
Paracirrhites forsteri (Schneider, 1801).  However,
conditions exist that allow application of reversal of
precedence and maintenance of prevailing usage
of the latter name as stated by Article 23.9.1 of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature:
Perca lentiginosa has not been used as valid since
1899, and Paracirrhites forsteri has been used as
valid name in at least 25 works as stated above.
Paracirrhites forsteri is here regarded as the valid
name and qualified as a nomen protectum.  Perca
lentiginosa Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid name and
here qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To give evi-
dence that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2 are
met, the following publications are here included:
Herre 1953, Randall 1963 1986 1995 1999, Araga
in Masuda et al. 1984, Wass 1984, Anderson and
Hafiz 1987, Allen and Swainston 1988a,
Winterbottom et al. 1989, Randall et al. 1990,
Edwards and Shepherd 1992, Francis and Randall
1993, Kuiter 1993, Francis 1993, Goren and Dor
1994, Allen 1997, Kuiter 1997, Myers 1999, Fricke
1999, Randall and Lim 2000, Nakabo 2000,
Laboute and Grandperrin 2000, Randall and Earle
2000, and Hutchins 2001a.

Perca maculosa Walbaum

Perca maculosa Walbaum, 1792: 350.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Lower jaw longer; dorsal fin with 9
spines.  Sebae thes. III. tab. 27. fig. 6. D. 9/23, P.
18, V. 6, A. 3/13, C. 17.

Additional diagnosis: The dotted perch.
Pennant.  Arct. Zool. Suppl. 127.

Description: Caudal fin entire.  Spinous and
soft portions of dorsal fin not divided.  Body co-
vered by lines of small black spots.  Head silvery.

Comments: Perca maculosa represents an

original description even though Walbaum omitted
his marking (W.) at the end of the diagnosis.  Both
Perca maculosa Walbaum and Serranus taeniops
Valenciennes (1828b: 370) were based on Perca
maxilla inferiore longiore etc. of Seba (1759: 77),
illustrated on plate 27 (fig. 6) and here reproduced
in figure 3.  The combination Serranus taeniops
was first made available after Cuvier (Cuvier et al.
1827), and Valenciennes (1828b: 370) was in error
when he stated“cette figure (i.e., Seba, pl. 27, fig.
6) a été négligée par le nomenclateurs”, as he
overlooked both Serranus taeniops Cuvier and
Perca maculosa Walbaum.  Therefore, P. macu-
losa represents a senior synonym of S. taeniops
Valenciennes, but both conditions that allow pre-
vailing usage, as provided by Article 23.9.1 of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature are
met: Perca maculosa has never been used as
valid name, and Cephalopholis taeniops has been
used as valid in the current literature (see above).
Thus, C. taeniops is regarded as the valid name
and here qualified as a nomen protectum.  Perca
maculosa Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid name and
here qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To give evi-
dence that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2 are
met, the following publications are here included:
Diaw 1976, Bauchot et al. 1984, Kotlyar 1984,
Delgado de Molina and Santana 1985, Bianchi
1986, Maigret and Ly 1986, Magnússon and
Magnússon 1987, Ofori-adu 1988, Sanches 1989,
Schneider 1990, Smith 1990, Grabda and Heese
1991, Hureau 1991, Sanchez 1991, Heemstra
1991, Wirtz 1992, Heemstra and Randall 1993a,
Randolph and Snyder 1993, Coppola et al. 1994,
Diouf and Toguebaye 1994, Siau 1994, Reiner
1996, Debelius 1997, Seret and Opic 1997, and
Afonso et al. 1999.

Perca manca Walbaum

Perca manca Walbaum, 1792: 349.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fins connected; pectoral fins
lacking, body plumbeous, uniformly covered by
large spots verging to red; caudal fin rounded.  W.

Description: A perch with 4 fins, dorsal fin with
posterior portion elevated, pectoral fins absent; 2
ventral fins close to gill membrane; anal fin with 2
spines, and 11 spines in the dorsal fin.  Smooth to
the touch; corner of mouth well beyond the eyes;
iris yellowish.  Opercle triangular: large rounded
spots all over the plumbeous body and all fins;
dark brown bands on flanks.  Kleinii Miss. V. 43,
tab. 8. fig. 3.
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Comments: Perca manca was proposed for
the fish described as Percis pinnis quatuor by
Klein (1749: 43, pl. 8, fig. 3).  The specific name
refers to a species lacking pectoral fins.  Walbaum
provided a description copied entirely and verbatim
from Klein

,
s original text.  By examining Klein

,
s

illustration, here reproduced in figure 4, it is evi-
dent that Klein confused the pectoral fins as pelvic
fins.  As was his style (see Gill 1872: 38) Walbaum
failed to critically examine the original text and fig-
ure, and he did not realize that symmetrical fins
illustrated in the Klein figure were actually the pec-
torals, and that the pelvic fins were concealed
below them.  Bleeker (1871-76: 56) recognized the
fish figured by Klein as the same species later
described by Richardson (1842:19) as Serranus
gilberti, presently regarded as a junior synonym of
Epinephelus quoyanus (Valenciennes, 1830)
(Randall and Heemstra 1991: 240).  Epinephelus
quoyanus is one of a group of species, including E.
merra, E. tauvina, E. hexagonatus, E. spilotoceps,
E. macrospilos, E. howlandi, E. faveatus, and E.
melanostigma, which have been frequently con-
fused in the literature.  Among them, quoyanus
has been often misidentified as E. macrospilos or
E. hexagonatus.  It is characterized by having
numerous large, close-set, roundish to hexagonal
dark brown spots on the head, body, and fins (well
separated in macrospilos and merging in hexago-
natus).  As it was first recognized by Bleeker, the
color pattern of Percis pinnis quatuor of Klein fits
well with that of the longfin rockcod E. quoyanus.
Thus, P. manca Walbaum is here recognized as a
senior synonym of E. quoyanus (Valenciennes,
1830).  Again, both conditions exist that allow
reversal of precedence and prevailing usage of the
junior synonym as provided by Article 23.9.1 of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature: (1)
Perca manca has not been used as valid since
1899, and (2) E. quoyanus has been used as valid
name in current l i terature (see above).
Epinephelus quoyanus is here regarded as the

valid name and here qualified as a nomen protec-
tum.  Perca manca Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid
name and here qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To
give evidence that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2
are met, the following publications are here includ-
ed: Smith 1969, Schroeder 1980, David 1985,
Kailola 1987, Allen and Swainston 1988a, Paxton
et al. 1989, Lee 1990, Randall et al. 1990, Randall
and Heemstra 1991, Heemstra and Randall 1993
1999, Kuiter 1993, Krishnan and Mishra 1994,
Chen and Chung 1994, Allen 1997, Larson and
Williams 1997, Kuiter 1997, Connell 1998, Ikeda
1999, Johnson 1999, Nakabo 2000, Randall and
Lim 2000, Sadovy and Cornish 2000, and Hutchins
2001a b.

Perca tysonis Walbaum

Perca tysonis Walbaum, 1792: 351.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fin almost separated; cau-
dal fin rounded; body ovate; 6 transverse black
bars.  Phil. Transact. Vol. 61. p. 247.

Description: Not given.
Comments: Also in this instance Walbaum

named P. tysonis omitting his initial (W.) at the end
of the diagnosis and cited the literature source
without providing the authorship.  Perca tysonis is
based on a fish described but not named by Rev.
Michael Tyson (1771: 249), of which Walbaum pro-
vided the original diagnosis but failed to include
the complete description reported on p. 249 of
Tyson

,
s article.  The original text has been exam-

ined: it dealt with an alcohol-preserved specimen
received by Rev. Tyson from Rev. Mr. Farmer,
Fellow of Emanuel College in Cambridge, brought
by the Commodore Byron from the newly disco-
vered islands of the South Seas.  In his letter, Rev.
Tyson included a rather accurate Latin description
and a drawing of the specimen (1771: pl. 7, fig.
viii).  A translation of Tyson

,
s description follows.

Perca ******.  Head blunt, naked anteriorly.  Mouth
oblique, encircled by full lips, lower jaw longer.
Teeth equal in both jaws, close-set, husked.
Opercular margin distinctly serrate.  A single pair
of rounded, edged nostrils.  Body ovate, laterally
compressed, scaled.  Fin bases scaled, fin mar-
gins black, rays tipped with short filaments.  Two
dorsal fins almost separated: the 1st roundish, with
10 spines, the 2nd  angular, with 16 soft rays.
Pectorals rounded, with 14 rays.  Ventral rays 6.
Anal fin angular, with 14 rays, the 2 anteriormost
spinous.  Caudal fin rounded, with 18 rays.  Color
gray.  Six black transverse bands encircling the
body: the 1st around head, just behind the eyes; the

Fig. 3. Illustration on which the original description of Perca
maculosa Walbaum, 1792 was based.
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2nd running along opercular margin; the 3rd sharp-
edged, oblique from 1st dorsal fin to vent; the 4th
from conjunction of spinous and soft portions to
area behind anus; the 5th arched between 2nd
dorsal fin and anal fin; the 6th almost straight at
base of caudal fin.

The description best fits that of an anemone-
fish of the genus Amphiprion.  The striking contrast
of the orange body color and the white bars that
characterize the live color of most Amphiprion was
evidently lost in the preserved specimen examined
by Rev. Tyson, leaving the more-evident shape of
the large black edge of the bars.  Fin ray counts of
Tyson

,
s Perca sp. agree with that of several

species of the genus.  However, the drawing made
by Rev. Tyson (here reproduced in fig. 5) leaves
no doubt about its identity with the species
presently known as Amphiprion percula.  The very
similar A. ocellaris can be distinguished by a much
reduced (usually absent) black edge around the
white bars, usually 11 (instead of 10) dorsal spines
and usually 16 (instead of 15) pectoral rays.  Thus,
while no doubt remains that P. tysonis Walbaum is
a senior synonym of A. percula (Lacepède, 1802),
conditions exist that allow application of reversal of
precedence and maintenance of prevailing usage
of the junior synonym, as provided by Article
23.9.1 of the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature: Perca tysonis has not been used
as valid since 1899, and A. percula has been used
as a valid name in current literature (see above).
Thus, A. percula is regarded as the valid name
and here qualified as a nomen protectum.  Perca
tysonis Walbaum, 1792 is an invalid name and
here qualified as a nomen oblitum.  To give evi-
dence that the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2 are
met the following publications are here included:
Schuster and Djajadiredja 1952, Herre 1953,
Hunter and Nayudu 1978, Webb 1981, Russell
1983, Kailola 1987, Randall et al. 1990, Allen 1991
1997, Grabda and Heese 1991, Moe 1992,
Krishnan and Mishra 1994, Allen and Swainston
1988b, Allen and Munday 1994, Ell iott and
Mariscal 1997, Gardner 1997, Job et al. 1997,
Kuiter 1997, Gordon et al. 1998, Randall 1998
1999, Myers 1999, Ni and Kwok 1999, Nelson et
al. 2000, and Elliott and Mariscal 2001.

Junior synonyms

Perca bifasciata Walbaum

Perca bifasciata Walbaum, 1792: 352.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fins connected, 3 bran-
chiostegal rays, caudal fin entire.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with 11 spines
and 14 soft rays in the dorsal fin and 2 large whi-
tish diagonal bands.  Koelreuter in Nov. Comment.
Petrop. Tom. X. 340.

Description: A single dorsal fin.  Opercle
scaled, posterior margin armed with 2 major
spines separated by a series of shorter spines.
Caudal fin entire.  Length 3.5 in (8.89 cm).

Comments: The name Perca bifasciata was
proposed by Walbaum for a fish described and
illustrated by Koelreuter (1764: 340, pl. 8, fig. 4), of
which Walbaum provided the original diagnosis
and a very short description, copied from page 342
of Koelreuter

,
s article.  Schneider (Bloch and

Schneider 1801: 567) proposed the name
Holocentrus bifasciatus for the same illustrated
specimen.  Cuvier (1830: 392) recognized the fish
described by Koelreuter as the same species
described by Bloch (1792: 108) as Anthias bifas-
ciatus, presently regarded as a junior synonym of
Amphiprion polymnus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Allen
1991: 237).  Koelreuter is well known for the great
accuracy of his descriptions (Cuvier 1828a: 110,
footnote).  The Latin description reported by
Koelreuter (1764: 340) takes about 6 printed
pages.  After examining this description (in particu-
lar the color pattern and shape and size of the
white bars across the head and body) and the
black and white drawing accompanying the speci-
men (Koelreuter 1764: pl. 8, fig. 4), no doubt
remains that P. bifasciata Walbaum represents a
junior synonym of the anemonefish A. polymnus
(Linnaeus, 1758).

Perca callyodon Walbaum

Perca callyodon Walbaum, 1792: 354.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Lower jaw longer, several longitudi-

Fig. 4. Illustration on which the original description of Perca
manca Walbaum, 1792 was based.
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nal stripes; dorsal fin with 11 spines.  Sebae thes.
III, tab. 27, fig.8. D.11/29. P... V.1/6. A. 3/16. C...

Additional diagnosis: A Callyodon with some-
what sharp head, caudal fin rounded.  Gronov.
Zooph. n. 244. Mus. Ichth. II. n. 156. tab. 7. fig. 4.

Description: Not given.
Comments: As for most species based on

Seba, Walbaum did not provide a description for
the fish he named.  He added Callyodon capite
subacuto of Gronow (1763: 72, pl. 7, fig. 4) as a
synonym.  This later was named twice in the 19th
century: Bloch and Schneider (1801: 312)
described it as Calliodon lineatus, then Gray
(1854: 84) used the combination Callyodon linea-
tus.  Bloch and Schneider (1801: 313) regarded
Perca maxilla inferiore, ... of Seba as a variety of
lineatus and named it C. lineatus differt.  Valencien-
nes (in Cuvier and Valenciennes 1840: 289) erro-
neously regarded both Gronow

,
s and Seba

,
s spec-

imens as well as C. lineatus Bloch and Schneider
as the same as his Callyodon ustus, which is
presently considered a valid species of the genus
Nicholsina.  Recently, Parenti and Randall (2000:
57) regarded C. lineatus Bloch and Schneider as a
junior synonym of Scarus iseri (Bloch, 1789) (as
iserti in most current literature).  It follows that P.
callyodon Walbaum represents another synonym
of S. iseri (Bloch, 1789).

Perca grammistes Walbaum

Perca grammistes Walbaum, 1792: 335.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Reddish, white longitudinal stripes;
dorsal fins connected; caudal fin rounded.

Additional diagnosis: Grammistes.  Sebae
thes. III, tab. 27. fig. 5. D. 8/8,14. P.16. V.1/6. A
1/16. C.

Description: Not given.
Comments: Perca grammistes was proposed

for a fish described and illustrated by Seba (1759:
75, pl. 27, fig. 5).  Bloch and Schneider (1801:
188) described Grammistes orientalis and recog-
nized it as the same fish illustrated by Seba (loc.
cit.) and by Thunberg (1792: 142, pl. 5) as Perca
sexlineata .  Perca grammistes Bloch and
Schneider, 1801 is actually a synonym of P. sexlin-
eata Thunberg, 1792 (Paepke 1999: 136).
Therefore P. grammistes Walbaum represents a
new synonym of Grammistes sexlineatus
(Thunberg, 1792).  The precedence between the 2
names cannot be objectively determined; there-
fore, as First Reviser, I select Grammistes sexlin-
eatus (Thunberg, 1792) as having priority over
Perca grammistes Walbaum, 1792.

Perca jagonis Walbaum

Perca jagonis Walbaum, 1792: 352.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Black, a single long dorsal fin; cau-
dal fin forked.  W.

Additional diagnosis: The Black-Fish.  Borlase
Cornwall. 271. tab. 26. fig. 8. Pennant Br. Zool. III.
260.

Black perch, covered by very small scales.
Gmelini L.S.N. 1321.

Description: Body smooth, scales minute, 15
(38.1 cm) in long, and 3/4 (1.9 cm) in depth.  Head
and snout as in Trutta.  Eyes large and bright.
Teeth minute.  A single, long dorsal fin.  Caudal fin
forked.  Ventral fin thoracic.  Lateral line slightly
curved, running close to the back.

Comments: The name Perca jagonis was pro-
posed by Walbaum for a fish described and illus-
trated by Borlase (1758: 271, pl. 26, fig. 8) in his
natural history of Cornwall.  Walbaum named the
species after George Jago, the Cornish priest who
provided the early account of this fish using the
vernacular name black-fish.  Perca nigra Gmelin
(1789: 1321) is based on the same illustrated
specimen, and it is correctly listed in synonymy.
Perca nigra is a valid species of the genus
Centrolophus (see Haedrich 1967: 65).  Therefore,
P. jagonis Walbaum represents a new, objective
synonym of Centrolophus niger (Gmelin, 1789).

Perca koelreuteri Walbaum

Perca koelreuteri Walbaum, 1792: 343.  No type locality. 

Diagnosis: Dorsal fin continuous; 3 bars
across body.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with 3 white
bars; cheek armed with 2 spines, the 1st long, the
2nd short.  Koelreuter in Nov. Comm. Petrop.. X.
346. tab. 8. fig. 5. Br. 3. D.9/27. P.17. V.1/6. A.2/16.
C.18.

Description: Body oblong, compressed,
scaled.  Head somewhat triangular, compressed,

Fig. 5. Illustration on which the original description of Perca
tysonis Walbaum, 1792 was based.
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with a steep upper profile, a blunt snout, and a
scaleless cheek.  Opercle not scaled, transparent,
its margin serrated and membranous.  Cheek sur-
face uneven, irregular, with 2 spines.  Gape slightly
oblique.  Jaws equal, covered by lips; the lower
one pierced by 10 pores.  Teeth in a single row,
conical, with blunt tips.  Eyes high on head, of medi-
um size.  Nostrils simple.  Branchiostegal mem-
brane concealed.  Body ovate-oblong, rounded,
narrower posteriorly, with crossbands.  Lateral line
high on body following dorsal profile.  Vent some-
what medial, slightly closer to head.  Dorsal fin
long, notched, with rear portion elevated and angu-
lar, and base fleshy and scaled.  Anal fin long, simi-
lar to dorsal fin.  Pectorals fin ovate, inserted
rather low on body.  Ventral fins adjacent, lance-
shaped, thoracic.  Caudal fin rounded, its base
scaled.  Body color refers to a specimen preserved
in alcohol, and it was pale with longitudinal whitish
stripes and 3 bent crossbands of the same color:
the 1st between head and trunk, the 2nd descend-
ing in middle of trunk, the 3rd around caudal
peduncle.  Length 4.5 (11.4 cm), depth 1 (2.5 cm),
and with 8 lines.

Comments: Perca koelreuteri was proposed
for the 2nd perch-like fish described and illustrated
by Koelreuter in his 3rd account on rare fishes pre-
served in the St. Petersburg Museum (Koelreuter
1764: 346, pl.8, fig. 5).  Walbaum

,
s description

represents a synthesis of Koelreuter
,
s original text,

which was a very accurate, 6-page account.
Walbaum used his own terms and failed to high-
light those features that are diagnostic, thus result-
ing in a misleading description in some instances.
Since Cuvier (1830: 406), the fish described by
Koelreuter has been recognized as an earlier
description of the spine-cheek anemonefish
Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch, 1790).  Therefore, P.
koelreuteri Walbaum represents a new synonym of
Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch, 1790).  Walbaum
(1792: 354) described this fish a 2nd time as Perca
trifasciata (see below).

Perca koschar Walbaum

Perca summana var. koschar Walbaum, 1792: 345.  Type
locality: Red Sea.

Diagnosis : Body bluish, dark spotted.
Forsskål Descr. Animal 42. P. 18. C 18. 

Description: Slightly differing from previous
species (Perca summana).  Numerous brush-like
teeth.  Body bluish.  Black spot on the upper cau-
dal peduncle.  Dark brown circular spots.  Head,
jaws, and gill cover spotted.  Eyes slightly reduced

in size.  Interorbital region somewhat flat and exca-
vated.  Scales small and scarcely toothed.  Caudal
fin higher.

Comments: Walbaum named Perca koschar
as a variety of P. summana Forsskål.  Based on
the color pattern, the presence of a spot on the
caudal peduncle, and the interorbital space being
slightly concave, the description agrees with that of
the species presently known as Epinephelus
fuscoguttatus (Forsskål, 1775), of which it repre-
sents a new junior synonym.

Perca nadjil Walbaum

Perca miniata var. nadjil Walbaum, 1792: 339.  Red Sea.

Diagnosis: Red with blue spots.  Forsskål
Descr. Animal 42.

Description: Teeth in lower jaw equal; in upper
jaw, however, the medial longer and gathered in 2
separated little bundles.  Blue spot or drop, brown-
edged, dispersed all over body.  Often 6 ft (1.8 m)
in length.

Comments: Walbaum named Perca nadjil on
P. miniata var. a Forsskål, 1775.  Nothing in the
description distinguishes this species from the
Indo-Pacific grouper, Cephalopholis miniata
(Forsskål, 1775), of which it is here regarded as a
junior synonym.

Perca norwegica Walbaum

Perca norwegica Walbaum, 1792: 327.  No type locality
[Greenland].

Diagnosis: Body red.  Groenlandis Sullupau-
gak.  Fabricii Fr. Groenl. 167. Br. 7. D.15/29. P.19.
V.1/6. A.3/12. C.16.

Additional diagnosis: Marine perch, called
Uer, Hav-Uer by Norwegians.  JE Gunner, Lemii
Perca Norwegica red body; dorsal fins joined; 15
dorsal spines, 14 soft rays.  Perche rouge.  Called
Uer by Norwegians; Roodfisch.  Ascanii icon. tab.
16. Br. Br. 7. D.15/29. P.19. V.1/6. A.3/11. C...

Description: Body scaled, laterally com-
pressed, oblong-roundish, lanceolate, uniformly
red, paler on abdomen.  Head large, compressed,
scaled, preopercular margin serrated.  Rostrum
somewhat uneven, of which the most important is
the lateral horizontal spine characterized by its
rounded tip and by marking the boundary ahead of
eye.  Mouth large, armed with numerous crusted
teeth in both jaws; upper jaw much shorter than
lower jaw, whose apex is divided into 2 parts;
upper jaw consisting of 2 laminar bones: the lower
one stronger, anteriorly bordered by 4 bone tuber-
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cles, posteriorly marked by 4 small openings.  Gill
cover composed of 2 parts, the anteriormost
rounded with 5 spines; the posterior, delimitated by
a long spine, constituted of 2 parts, which com-
bined have 2 spines.  Three nostrils on each side.
Eyes large, blackish, iris silvery, covered by a
white bulging membrane.  Pectoral fins flexible,
ovate, reaching almost to anus.  Lower margin of
ventral fin rounded.  Dorsal fin continuous with spin-
ous part lower than soft portion.  Caudal fin some-
what entire.  Lateral line prominent, slightly rough,
somewhat straight.  Scales large, roundish.  Two
feet (60 cm) in length and 0.5 ft (15 cm) in depth.

Comments: Walbaum provided a long and
detailed description of Perca norwegica, a name
proposed as a variety of P. marina Linnaeus,
1758.  Although Walbaum recognized it as the
same fish described and illustrated by Ascanius
(1772: 7, pl. 16) as P. norvegica (spelled norwegi-
ca by Walbaum), the name was based on a fish
described by Fabricius (1780: 167).  Therefore, I
regard P. norwegica Walbaum as independent of
P. norvegica Ascanius, of which it represents a
junior synonym.  The status of P. norvegica
Ascanius is a matter of debate, and it is dependent
on the confusion surrounding the name Perca
marina Linnaeus.  Fernholm and Wheeler (1983:
238-240) pointed out that the elements on which
the taxon P. marina Linnaeus, 1758 are based are
referable to the Serranidae.  They suggest syno-
nymizing P. marina with P. scriba Linnaeus, 1758
(= Serranus scriba) and regarding Sebastes
norvegicus (Ascanius, 1772) as the valid name for
the species currently known as S. marinus (Lin-
naeus, 1758).  The combination S. norvegicus was
adopted by Cuvier (1829: 327), then followed by
Günther (1860: 95), but scarcely has been used in
modern times, compared with usage of S. marinus.

Perca reticulata Walbaum

Perca reticulata Walbaum, 1792: 354.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Body whitish crossed by brown
bars; a black spot dorsally on caudal peduncle; a
black circle around eye.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with lower jaw
longer than upper jaw, body crossed by band, and
black spot on caudal peduncle.  Sebae Thes. III,
pl. 27, fig. 9. D.11/29. V. 6. A 3/12.

Description: Not given.
Comments: The name Perca reticulata was

proposed for a fish illustrated by Seba on plate 27
of the 3rd volume of his Locupletissimi rerum natu-
ralium Thesauri.  As recognized by Cuvier (1828b:

290), this illustration corresponds to the species
Anthias striatus Bloch, 1792, currently used as
valid in the combination Epinephelus striatus.  The
discovery of the true identity of P. reticulata
Walbaum has a consequence for nomenclature
changes.  Therefore, as First Reviser, I select
Epinephelus striatus (Bloch, 1792) as having prior-
ity over Perca reticulata Walbaum, 1792.

Perca septemfasciata Walbaum

Perca septemfasciata Walbaum, 1792: 353.  No type locali-
ty.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fin deeply notched; anterior
portion with 12 spines; caudal fin slightly forked.
W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with lower jaw
longer than upper jaw; whitish with dark bands on
side.  Sebae Thes. III, pl. 27. fig. 14. D. 12/26.
p.16. V.6. A. 3/11.

Comments: Perca septemfasciata was pro-
posed by Walbaum for a fish illustrated and
described by Seba (1759), which was recognized
by Cuvier (Cuvier et al. 1827) as identical to
Sciaena coro Bloch, 1792 and placed in the genus
Pristipoma.  Sciaena coro Bloch, illustrated with 8
dark vertical bands on its flanks (Bloch 1792: pl.
307, fig. 2), is a junior synonym of Conodon nobilis
(Linnaeus, 1758) (Jordan and Evermann 1898:
1324).  Thus, P. septemfasciata Walbaum repre-
sents a new synonym of C. nobilis (Linnaeus).

Perca tessellata Walbaum

Perca tessellata Walbaum, 1792: 353.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Tapering, whitish; dark bands, di-
vided in 2 halves, alternating and opposed around
the lateral line; caudal fin equal, spotted.  W.

Additional diagnosis: Perch oblong, tapering
with 8 brown vertical bands on sides of the body.
Sebae thes. III . tab. 27. fig. 16. D. 5/26. P.16. V.
1/6. A 1/18. C. 17.

Description: Not given.
Comments: Perca tessellata is a name pro-

posed for another fish illustrated and described by
Seba on plate 27 of his Thesaurus.  Cuvier (Cuvier
et al. 1827) regarded this fish to be the same
species described by Bloch (1792: 42, pl. 299, fig.
1) as Sciaena cylindrica.  He classified this species
as Percis cylindrica, and it is currently regarded as
valid in the combination Parapercis cylindrica
(Bloch, 1792), a well-known sandperch from the
West Pacific.  The short diagnosis and fin ray
counts of P. tessellata agree with the features of P.
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cylindrica (Bloch).  The precedence between
Sciaena cylindrica Bloch and P . tessellata
Walbaum cannot be ascertained.  Thus, to best
serve stability and universality of nomenclature, as
First Reviser, I select Sciaena cylindrica Bloch,
1792 as having priority over Perca tessellata
Walbaum, 1792.

Perca tigrina Walbaum

Perca tigrina Walbaum, 1792: 352.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Whitish, irregular black bars alter-
nating with black spots; dorsal fins connected, cau-
dal fin truncate and spotted.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with longer
lower jaw; body variegated with spots and vertical
bars.  Sebae thes. III . tab. 27. fig. 15. D.10/23.
P.13. V... A.3/11. C... 

A perch with single dorsal fin; head curtailed
and scaled; opercle with 1 spine, scaled; caudal fin
truncate.  Gronov. Zooph. p. 91.  Inhabits the
Indies.

Description: A species of Prochilus with pro-
duced head; dorsal, anal, and caudal fins spotted;
pectoral fins oblong, whitish; the rest of the body
striated and spotted like the fur of a lynx.  Kleinii.
Miss. V. 60. tab.12. fig. 4.

Comments: Perca tigrina represents an origi-
nal description overlooked in the current literature
as well as in the Catalog of Fishes (Eschmeyer
1998).  The name was proposed for a f ish
described and illustrated by Seba (1759: pl. 27, fig.
15), previously described and illustrated by Bloch
(1790: 77, pl. 237) as Holocentrus tigrinus .
Afterwards Cuvier (1828b: 314) described it again
as new with the name Serranus tigrinus, and this
combination is presently regarded as valid.  In his
account of S. tigrinus, Cuvier recognized that the
fish had been illustrated by Seba (in the footnote,
however, he cited the wrong figure, i.e., fig. 5
instead of fig. 15) and Klein (1749: 60, pl. 12, fig.
4) as Prochilus n. 4 (misspelled crochilus by
Cuvier).  Cuvier believed the fish was from the
Indian Ocean.  Interestingly, both errors in Cuvier

,
s

text were repeated by Günther (1859: 114) with
East Indies as a doubtful locality.  Actually, S. tigri-
nus (Bloch, 1790), commonly known as harlequin
bass, is a western Atlantic species ranging from
Bermuda and southern Florida to northern South
America.  Thus, P. tigrina Walbaum represents a
new synonym of and secondary homonym of S.
tigrinus (Bloch, 1790).

Perca trifasciata Walbaum

Perca trifasciata Walbaum, 1792: 354.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Dorsal fins connected; 3 white
bars, caudal fin entire.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A perch with 3 white
bars; cheek armed with 2 spines, the 1st one long,
the 2nd short.  Koelreuter in Nov. Comm. Petrop.
X. 346. D.9/27. P.17/32. V.6/11. A.2/16.

Description: A single dorsal fin.  Caudal fin
entire; 4.5 (11.4 cm) in long.

Comments: Apparently Walbaum did not real-
ize that the name Perca trifasciata was proposed
for a fish described by Koelreuter and that had
been named a few pages before as Perca koel-
reuteri (Walbaum 1792: 343), a junior synonym of
Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch, 1790).  Thus, even
though the account is very poor and brief and con-
tains errors in fin rays count, no doubt remains that
P. trifasciata Walbaum, 1792 should be regarded
as a new synonym of Premnas biaculeatus (Bloch,
1790).

Nomina dubia

Perca blennoides Walbaum

Perca blennoides Walbaum, 1792: 336.  No type locality.

Diagnosis: Reddish, head scalesless, caudal
fin rounded.  W.

Additional diagnosis: A percoid with a single
dorsal fin; head profile very steep; head scaleless;
opercle serrated; caudal fin rounded; spinous por-
tion of dorsal fin above eyes.  Gronov. Zooph. n.
287.

A blenniid with a single dorsal fin with 6
spines and 16 soft rays, extending from eye to
caudal fin.  Gronov. Mus. Ichth., n.76. Br. 6. D
6/22. P.10. V 1/5. A 3/7.

Description: Body compressed, large, short,
scaled, red mottled with white.  Head compressed,
snout profile very steep.  Preopercle strongly ser-
rated, opercle prolonged and pointed.  Eyes high
on the sides of the head.  Dorsal profile slightly
elevated, narrow.  Lateral line curved, close to dor-
sal profile.  Dorsal fin origin over eyes; dorsal fin
with 22 rays and running from head to the caudal
fin; pectoral fin brown; pelvic fins thoracic; fins
armed with strong spines. 

Comments: Diagnosis and description were
taken from fish no. 287 of Gronow (1763: 86), a
species not included by Gray (1854) and not repre-
sented by type material.  Although classified in the
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genus Blennius, its description does not fit with
any known species of the Blennioidei, and there
are some suggestions that it could belong to the
Scorpaeniformes.  According to Stuart Poss (pers.
comm.) this species might be based on a speci-
men of Congiopodus torvus (Gronow, 1772), from
which, however, it differs in the number of dorsal
spines.  Therefore, the status of P. blennoides
Walbaum is here qualified as a nomen dubium.
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