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ABSTRACT 

The scale characteristics of Taiwan cobras are similar to 
those described by the other authors and the hemipenis also 
well agrees with Pope's description. Therefore, the Taiwan 
cobra is here refered to the subspecies Naja naja atra. 

The color pattern of the local specimens manifests no 
uniformity. This is no surprise, since Pope has stated that 
the Asiatic cobras nearly ~:rerywhere exhibit a variability in 
color pattern. 

The mask pattern also varies considerably. The common pat­
tern in the population of Taiwan cobras is the full mask (21,%'); 
the monocellate type is extremely rare. In looking over the 
variations in each series, it is immediately apparent that 
various designs of mask really aberrant deviations, in which 
colorations, configurations, etc. have failed to develop or have 
not developed completely. 

It has long been the general belief that there 
is only one subspecies of cobra in Taiwan as well 
as on the mainland of China. The Chinese cobra 
has been classified as Naja naja atra by several 
herpetologists (1-5), but Deraniyagala (6,7) using 
color pattern, hood marking and other characters, 
recognized the Chinese cobra as belonging to 
Naja kaouthia atra. Kaouthia refers to the 
monocellate or "0" shaped hood marking. 

Pope, Romer and Deraniyagala (3, 5, 6, 7) 
briefly mention in their writings the variations 
in color pattern and hood marking of the cobras 
eAisting in Chinese mainland. This paper at­
tempts to depict in detail the variations in color 
pattern and hood marking of Taiwan cobras, 
because the types of mask variations found in 
the' author's collection are more marked than 
those described by the above-mentioned writers. 
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Another noteworthy fact is the rarity of the 
monocellate marking in Taiwan cobras. 

It is hoped that this study may be utilized 
later for finalizing the taxonomic status of the 
Chinese cobra, which (;IS of this date, is not 
entirely clear. 

MATERIALS 

The mask variations depicted in this paper 
are based upon 86 specimens, some of which 
were bought from a Taipei whole-sale snake 
dealer. They had been collected in Pin-Tung 
Hsien (south Taiwan), Tai-Chung Hsien (central 
Taiwan), Tamsui (north Taiwan), and I-Lan 
Hsien (north-east Taiwan). 

COLOR PATTERN VARIATIONS 

Of the 86 specimens, 76 are dark brown 
above, 4 dusky brown, and 6 black. Most of 
the specimens of the first two groups bear a 
number of narrow pale cross-bands and scattered 
pale spots. In some specimens, the cross-bands 
are more or less connected by the scattered pale 










