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ABSTRACT 

The stomach contents of 238 specimens representing 65 
species of birds are analysed. Most birds were collected 
between March-May in the years of 1959 and 1960 in central 
Taiwan and along the east coast. 

The staff of the U. S. Naval Medical Re­
search Unit No.2 in Taipei, Taiwan has in recent 
years taken an active part in investigations in 
the biology of Taiwan. Extensive collections of 
biological material have been taken on Taiwan 
and its offshore islands as a part of biomedical 
and epidemiological studies. Considerable atten­
tion has been directed toward a systematic col­
lection of the lower vertebrates to determine the 
extent to which they serve as carriers or as hosts 
for the viral, rickettsial and parasitic diseases 
of man. A number of biological studies have 
been completed as by-products of the overall 
field studies by the U. S. Navy. 

The present report is based upon a study of 
the stomach contents obtained from representa­
tive birds obtained by the author as a guest 
investigator during the course of field studies at 
the Parasitology Department of NAMRU No.2. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Analyses were made of the stomach contents 
of 238 specimens representing 65 species of birds. 
The majority of birds was collected in the high­
lands (1060 to 1820 m) of central Taiwan in 
the vicinity of Wu-sheh, Nan-tou Hsien from 
April 15 to May 14, 1959 and in the mountainous 
and coastal areas near Hua-lien, Hua-lien Hsien 

along the east coast, from March 22 to April 10, 
1960. A few specimens were taken also along 
the highways between Taipei and the above 
localities as well as near the city of Chia-yi, and 
in the mountains near Fen-chi-hu and Ali-shan 
in Chia-yi Hsien. Bird specimens were taken 
between sea level and an elevation of approxi­
mately 6000 feet. 

Stomach contents were dried and placed in 
empty match boxes and/or larger paper contain­
ers and stored until time of examination, approxi­
mately 2-3 years later. Analyses were made by 
Dr. Toyosu Wada of Kochi University, Shikoku, 
Japan. Skins of nearly all birds taken were 
preserved and have been deposited in the U. S. 
National Museum, Washington, D. C. and in the 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of 
California, Berkeley, California. 

RESULTS 

A list of birds taken and stomach contents 
is given below. Since stomach examination were 
based entirely on dried materials, no attempt was 
made to conduct quantitative analyses. 

The nomenclature and sequence of birds 
listed is based on Ripley's Synopsis of the Birds 
of India and Pakistan (1). 

LIST OF BIRDS TAKEN AND STOMACH CONTENTS 

Birds 

Bubulcus ibis (1) * Insects 
Odonata 

1 Guest investigator. Parasitology Department. NAMRU-2. 
Taipei, Taiwan. Present address: Office of the Civilian 
Personel Director. Headquarters Eighth U. S. Army. APO 
301. San Francisco. California. U. S. A .. 

Stomach contents 

* Number of birds examined. 

65 


















