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ABSTRACT 

This paper is a review of information concerning the pit viper 
Trimeresurus gracilis Oshima, 1920. This snake, which has been col­
lected only in the mountains of central Taiwan, had previously been 
known from only six specimens. Two of these cannot now be located 
and are ~elieved to have been lost or destroyed during World War II. 
The remaining four previously described specimens, plus three recently 
collected and until now undescribed examples, were examined and 
extent of variation in scutellation, coloration and measurements is here 
reported. T. gracilis is unique in that first infralabials are divided to 
form an extra pair of chin shields. In addition, the second supralabials 
do not form the anterior margin of the loreal pit, but are separated 
from this pit by a prefoveal shield. All specimens examined had 1.9 
scale rows at mid-body and 17 rows anterior to the vent. Ventrals 
numbered 143-150. The anal is undivided. Subcaudals are divided 
and numbered from 42-61 in specimens examined. The tail terminates 
in a short spine. There are five to eight scales in a line between 
the supraoculars. There are seven to eight supralabials and 9-11 
infrala bials. 

Until now the pit viper, Trimeresurus 
gracilis Oshima, 1920, (1, 2) has been known 
from only six specimens, all collected at 
fairly high altitudes in the mountains of 
central Taiwan. The type specimen, sex 
not specified, was collected on Mt. Noko 
(Neng-kao-shan a~~IlI) in October 1918 
by Y onetaro Kikuchi. This specimen was 
deposited in the collections of the Institute 
of Science of the Government of Taiwan, 
but is no longer in those collections and 
is believed to have been lost or destroyed 
during World War II. 

1 This study was carried out in the Department of 
Entomology, 406th Medical Laboratory, United States 
Army Medical Command, Japan, APO 343, San Francis­
co, California, with funds provided by the United States 
Army Medical Research and Development Command, 
Office of the Surgeon General, Washington, D. C. 
2 Lieutenant Colonel, MSC, USA, and Entomologist 
respectively. 
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An additional specimen, also of un­
specified sex, collected on Mt. Niitaka, 
(Yiishan 3! Ill) was described by Taka­
hashi in 1930 (3). This specimen too has 
been lost. Two specimens, one male and 
one female, both collected at Hattsukan 
(Pa-tung-kuan j\~~) (Mt. Niitaka), were 
described by Maki in 1931 (4), and were 
deposited in the collections of the College 
of Science of Kyoto University. Finally, 
Wang and Wang in 1956 (5) described one 

. male and one female taken from Maka­
zayazaya (Ma-chia-hsian :fl~~~~) and Ari­
shan (IWJ1EU{) respectively. These were 
deposited in the collection of National 
Taiwan University. 

I t is the purpose of this paper to 
describe variations in scutellation, color 
pattern, and other aspects of morphology 




















