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ABSTRACT 

The chromosome numbers are reported for 6 species of Taiwanese 
basommatophoran snails. In the Lymnaeid肘， 16 pairs of chromosomes 
were observed in Radix ollula and 17 pairs in Radix auricularia sw伽hoei.

In the planorbidae, 18 pairs of chromosomes were found in Gyraulus 
spirillus, Helicorbis umbilicalis, Hippeutis cantori and Segmen#na 
hemisPhaerula. 

These studies on Taiwan snails add to the information already 
accumulated on the conservativeness of chromosome numbers in the 
gastropod subclass Euthyneura. The basic chromosome number 18 is 
found in 40 (95%) of the 42 species of Planorbidae so far reliably 
investigated. In the Lymnaeidae, the number 17 is restricted to the 
genus Rad缸， and is found in a l1 but 2 of its species. This constancy 
of chromosome numbers within the various taxa indicates that 
aneuploidy has been a very rare occurrence in euthyneuran snails. 

Chromosome studies of freshwater 

pulmonate snails of the vast area of the 

Orient are relatively few, and they deal 

only with a few species from ]apan and 

India (1-6). No studies of the chromo­

somes of Taiwanese snails have ever 

been made. 
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During the spring of 1962 a survey of 

the freshwater mo l1usks of Taiwan was 

made by members of the Museum of 

Zoology, University of Michigan and the 

U. S. Naval Medical Research Unit No. 2. 
The main emphasis of that survey was 

to study the medical1y important species, 
but during the course of the investigation 

an attempt was made to col1ect a l1 
freshwater mol1usks avai1able on the 

island. Some specimens of a l1 species of 

freshwater pulmonate snails col1ected 

were fixed for cytological studies, and it 

is on these specimens that the present 

paper was written. 

MA TERIALS AND METHODS 

Six species of freshwater pulmonate 

snai1s were used in this investigation. 

A l1 specimens were col1ected from 9 
loca1ities in Taiwan during Apri1, 1962. 
A list of species with locality data is 














