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ABSTRACT 

A survey was made from J une to August 1963 of the distribution 
of ABO blood types and Rh .factors among 2,969 Ami tribesmen 
inc1uding 1,533 males and 1,436 females. The distribution of ABO 
blood types was found to be 0:31.0%; A:26.7%; B:31.2% and AB:ll.1% 
(T ABLE II). The excess of percentage of B group over that of A group 
is noteworthy and would place the Amis in the same category as the 
aborigines of China, Indo-China, Indonesia and 孔1alaysia and the 
Phi1ippines. Prehistorically, they might have come from the same 
ancestors (T ABLE VI). The biochemical racial index (Hirzfeld) was 
0.89;,0'. The frequency of ABO blood types are O=B>A>AB. The 
Rh factor of 2,969 Amis was all positive. No Rh negatives were found. 
As a routine it is expensive, unless indicated to test blood for Rh factor, 
because in Taiwan only 0.15;,0' of Taiwan Chinese and Mainlanders is 
Rh negative and there is none in blood of 2,969 Amis. The s1Ìde 
agglutination method using blood obtained from ear lobes is most 
suitable for mass surveys. It is simple and easy to carry out and is 
economical of time and materia1. The origin of Ami tribe is briefly 
discussed. 

There are eight aboriginal tribes in 
Taiwan numbering about 200,000 persons. 
The most numerous are the Atayal (58,200) , 
Bunun (23,700) , Paiwan (43,600) and the 
Ami (85,900). Except the Ami, they all 
inhabit the mountainous areas of the 260-
m i1e-long Island Central Range (Ma戶 1).

They di在er from one another in their 
dialect, dress, customs, traditional practices 
and habits. Hunting and shifting dry 
cultivation are their main occupation, 
though many have since W or1d War II 
turned to manual labor, wood carving 
and exhibition dancing as additional 
means of earning livelihood. 

1 Paper read in part at First Asian Congress of Blood 
Transfusion. Aug. 26.妞， 1963, Hakone, Japan. 
2 Professor and Head. Department of Medical Biomor
phics. National Defense Medical Center, Taipei, Taiwan. 
3 Associate professor of Microbiology, Department of 
Medical Biomorphics, National Defense Medical Center, 
Taipei, Taiwan. 
4 Chief Technician, Department of Medical Biomor
phics, National Defense Medical Center, Taipei. Taiwan. 
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Now that mixed marriages are taking 
place, some characteristic features of the 
ethnic group may soon be imperceptible 
except to specialists. For this reason, it 
seems opportune to find out the blood 
groups and Rh factor of one tribe, who 
lives in the lowland and is eas i1y accessible, 
the Ami tribe. Regarding the other tribal 
people, many investigations had been 
made by Japanese anatomists, ethnologists 
and their Taiwan Chinese students. The 
resul ts are shown in T ABLE 1 (1) . 

Another reason for making this 
investigation is the establishment of a 
blood bank in Hua1ien in August, 1963. 
The other studies on this topic by previous 
authors may now need confirmation and 
restatement in view of the current racial 
trend and mixed marriages. As Rh factor 
was discovered only in 1940 by Landsteiner 
and Wiener (2) in association with studies 




















