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、 ABSTRACT

T,. S. Cheung (1973) Experin;zents 仰 ，the simultaneousr~gener:ation 呵: claws , in .the ，丹aged

malestone 'or，的， Menippe mercenaria (Sayh with special reference to the terminal molt. Bull. 
Inst. ZooL; A.cademiaSinica 12(1): 1-11. The'possibility of harvesting regeneratedclaws 
in adultmale stonecrabs,<Menippe mercenaria(Say) ,;w.as studied. 旬， This idea. w;ωfound ， to 
be impractical, since' the :crab would have , already 吋 reached the terminal' molt (T Al before 
its claws ‘ could have time to regenerate back to their normal size. Removal. of claws from 
intermo1t crabs, other thanat T A was found to promote 郎dysis. The double operation 
of destalking plus declawing in the same crab was found to accelerate molting to a greater 
extent thantheoperation of'declaw:ing alone, but not destalking , alone. At TA"declawing 
was found to induce no 郎dysis. At the early stage of T A, , however, destalking吋 plω

dedáwìng were found to. induceanecdysis with theregeneration of claws much smaller 
than the normal size. At lateTA, thesame operations , produced no effect. Instances of 
degrowth occuπed in 'Claw':buds of adult crabs before T A in aþout 1 of every 21 recordings.; 
At T A, degrowth 0∞U叮ed once、 in every 4. Most of the .d,egrowths occurred during the 
TA stage, which is thenon-growth stage of the cr;神"between R v.aluesof , 4 and 6, and 
possibly up to 13"the slowgrowth period dunng , bud regeneration, and also during winter, 
the slowest growi時 seasonó It. is , suggested that degrowth 1咄ects ， the slow activity of the 
Y"'organs, which iswell-known' to produce' crustecdysone, (the, molting hOlmone). The effect 
of aging on the crab is discussed. 

M側 of 伽 reëent works ∞ C削acean
limbregeneration were performed on'. relatively 
young , animalsq ，2 ， 7人

information on older ones is essentially1acking, 
whi1e worksondaw regenerationare rareó 

The stone ,crab, Menippe .mercenarith 'an 
, . economically important marine species in Flórida, 
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