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ABSTRACT 
S. C. Shenand P. C. Lin (1973). Study on the Plectognath Fishes-h. The family 

Canthigasteridae. BuII. Inst. Zoo1., Academia Sinica, 13(1): 15-34. The sharpbacked pu叮叮S

(or sharpnosed puffers) of the famiIy Canthigasteridae from the waters around Taiwan and 
its adjacent islands have been reviewed, and eight species are recognized as belonging to 
one genus. Three of them, Canthigqster valentini (Bleeker), C. rivulatus (Temminck and 
Schlegel) and C. amhoinensis (Bleeker) are common in the shaIIow coastal waters of the 
northern, north-eastern and south-western coastal areas. Five species, C. hennetti (Bleeker), 
C. janthinopterus (Bleeker), C. coronatus (VaiIlant and Sauvage), C. solandri (R.ichardson), 
and C. compressus (Procé) are rare in the areas of southeastern, south-western and Lan-y日.
Two species, C. coronatus and C. compressus are the first to have been found in the fish­
fauna around the waters of Taiwan. 

The tro吋O
fers (or s油har叩pnosed puffe叮rs吋) of famiIy Canthiga部s­
t臼eridae which containsa single genus CαntJ的hi拾gα:ste，九
are distinguished from the tetradontid puffers by 
their minor features. The canthigasterids have 
Ionger and sharply point吋 snout， back keeled 
and ventral fleshy ridge, no Iateralline, no spinous 
dorsal and ventral absent, the nostriIs are minute 
and inconspicuous with a low rim, far before the 
eye. 

The systematic status of the canthigasterids 
from the waters around Taiwan and its adjacent 
islands was veryconfused. Chen (1969)(8) listed 
three 'species, C. , rivulatus, C. valentini and C. 
jactator in his book of ttA Synopsis of the Ver­
tebrates of Taiwan弋 In it, C. jactatorcollected 
from Lan-yü was reported by Chang (1960戶的，

thespecimen has been preserved in the Museum 
of the Department of Zoology, National' Taiwan 
. University, which was cataloged with the num-
ber NTUM 002134. In 1968(4) and 1969(的，

Chang and Lee described two species" C. valentini 

and C. margaritatus which were found in the 
coastal lines of the southern-most part of Tai­
wan. In 1967(20>‘ and 1970(21), Yang reported 
three species as__thesa.me as those oC. Çhen in 
1969臼入 In 1971 (1 5), Jones et al. listed only the 
name of five species, C. amboinens缸， C. bennetti, 
C. 'soland斤， C. v叫αale，側n叫tini and C. jl仰f伽hinopt，御'eruωs i扭n 
their 啊Ma前削rin即1昀e . BiQlogical _ S.I肘.lr悶y Qf.仁..$ou叫1其thernn 1 

Taiwan and- Emphasis on Corals and -Fishe臼s"
Regarding the research work on the canthi­

gasterids in the past few years, six species were 
recognized except C. jacta的r (Jenkìns). We found 
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