
Bull. lnst. Zool., Academia Sinica 17(1): 13-24 (1978) 

A REVIEW OF THE LABRID FISHES OF THE GENUS 
CIRRHILABRUSFROM TAIWAN, WITH 

DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES 

JOHN E. RANDALL 

Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 96818, U. S. A. 

SHIH-CHIEH SHEN 

Department of Zoology, National Taiwan University, 
Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China 

Received for publication, March 21, 1978 

ABSTRACT 

John E. Randall and Shih-Chieh Shen. A review of the labrid fishes of the genus 
Cirrhilabrus from Taiwan, with description of a new species. Bull. Inst. Zool., 
Academia Sinica, 17(1): 13-24. Diagnoses, distributions and figures are presented 
for the four Formosan species of Cirrhilabrus which include C. temminckii Bleeker, 
C. cyanopleura (Bleeker), C. exquisitus Smith, and a new species, C. melanomarginatus. 

The labrid fish genus Cirrhilabrus Schlegel 
is a group of small species of reef fishes of the 
tropical Indo-Pacific region which feed in ag
gregations upon zooplankton. Typically they 
range 1 to 2 m above the substratuni for feed
ing, but they quickly retire to the bottom for 
shelter with the approach of danger. Each 
species has a large male color form which does 
not occur in small size; drawing upon our 
knowledge of other wrasses, we can assume 
that this male is a result of sex reversal. It 
is more complexly and brightly colored than 
the smaller juvenile-female phase, and during 
courtship it may flash iridescent hues. The 
male is greatly outnumbered by the smaller 
female fish of an aggregation, thus suggesting 
that each maintains a harem of considerable 
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size. 
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Cirrhilabrus may be distinguished from 
other labrid genera in having collectively: a 
moderately elongate body (the depth about 3 to 
3.5 in SL); small acute serrae on upper margin 
of preopercle; an interrupted lateral line, the 
upper anterior part with 15 to 18 pored scales 
and the posterior part mid-laterally on the 
caudal peduncle with 5 to 8 pored scales (plus 
one or two posterior to caudal base) ; two 
(rarely one) rows of scales on cheek; three 
pairs of prominent canine teeth at front of 
upper jaw, the two more posterior pairs larger 
and recurved; a single pair of canines anteriorly 
in lower jaw; small teeth in a single row in 
jaws; a curious double pupil (Springer and 
Randall, 1974);(16) XI,9 dorsal rays; III,9 anal 
rays; a fleshy cirrus arising from posterior 
side of each dorsal and anal spine near tip 
which serves to support interspinous membranes 
























