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Sin-Che Lee (1979) Species composition and distribution of the Taiwan ribbon
fishes. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 18(1): 29-37. This report was based on 
the surveys carried out during February 1976 and December 1978. It revealed that 
Trichiurus from Taiwan inshore water as a whole constituted 61.36% of T. japonicus 
and 38.64% of T. lepturus, while those from offshore Taiwan Strait were almost 
100% of T. japonicus. Tentoriceps cristatus was found occasionally in certain grounds 
associated with T. japonicus. T. lepturus was concentrated within 60 m of depth and 

sometimes was found as deep as 200 m. The commercial fishing grounds of T. 
lepturus were IIl.ainly located along the southeast coast and southwest coast of 
Taiwan, it was rarer in deeper part of the east coast. T. japonicus distributed widely 
from shallower inshore water to a deeper ground of over 300 m. It significantly 
outnumbered in shallower Taiwan Strait especially the middle part as well as the 
deeper east coast where large adults of T. japonicus were frequently found. In 
general, both species from shallower inshore water were smaller than those from 
deeper ground. Seasonal abundance of the ribbonfishes in the inshore waters was 
evidently associated with their spawning migration and abundance of their forage 
anchovies. 

The ribbonfish is an economically impor
tant demersal fish occurring on the muddy-sand 
bottoms of the continental shelf. In Japan, the 
commercial fishing grounds of the ribbonfish 
were mainly in the East China Sea and the 
Yellow Sea where the amount of total catches 
reached 50,000-56,000 metric tons during 1967 
and 1969(6) . .In Taiwan, according to the official 
fishery report of Taiwan Fisheries Bureau (7), 

annual landings in 1977 alone reached 19,714 
metric tons, of which 60% were contributed by 
Keelung trawlers operated from the northern 
part of Taiwan Strait to the East China Sea. 

The author used the samples taken from 
Taiwan Strait and the inshore waters around 
Taiwan to study the species composition of rib
bonfishes as well as their variations with loca
tions, seasons and water depths of habitat. 

Three species of ribbonfishes, namely Tri-

chiurus japonicus, T. lepturus and Tentoriceps 
cristatus, occurred around the waters of Tai
wan (1) • Among them, T. }aponicus was the most 
abundant species which ranged from shallower 
inshore water to adjacent deeper ground and 
extended to the entire Taiwan Strait. T. lepturus 
was less abundant and was restricted to a 
narrower inshore areas. Tentoriceps cristatus 
was very rare and had the same distribution as 
that of T. japonicus. 

METHODS 

30-50 specimens for each species were collected 
monthly from Wanli (Keelung), Hualien, Cheng
kong, Tungkang and Kaohsiung areas during 
February 1976 and December 1978. Fishes 
collected from the above mentioned fishery ports 
were either from the adjacent inshore waters or 
trawling grounds in Taiwan Strait. Trichiurus 
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