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Jun-Yi Lin adn Hsien-Yu Cheng (1980) Notes on the corrected indentification 
and redescription of a ground lizard, Platyplacopus kuehnei, with a revised key of 
the family Lacertidae from Taiwan. Bull. In st. Zool. Academia Sinica 19(2): 63-65. 
The measurements and description of a new specimen of the Formosan ground 
lizard, Platyplacopus kuehnei (Van Denburgh) collected from Taipei in 1977, were 
given. Platyplacopus kuehnei which has been mistakenly named Takydromus kuehnei 
since 1909 should be rectified. A revised key is given for the family Lacertidae in 
Taiwan. 

~akydromus kueltnei, a ground lizard, was 
colletted and named by Van Denburgh in 1909 
in Taiwan and placed it in the family Lacer
tidae (9

). BoulengerCl) noticed that the ground 
lizard had a significant difference in the digit 
structure from the genus Takydromus, and su
ggested that a new genus Platyplacopus be used 
in its stead. However, many authors who have 
been unable to ascertain its correct status be-
cause no specimen has been found since 1909, 
continued to name the ground lizard Takydromus 
ku'eltneiC3,4,6, 7); 

We collected one specimen of Platyplacopus 
kuehnei from Wai-shuang-hsi, Taipei, whose 
digit structure was different from that of 
Takydromus septentrionalis and Takydromus 

formosanus. Since Platyplacopus kueltnei has been 
:r:h.istakenly named Takydromus kueltnei and has 
not been found since 1909, we describe the 
characteristics of this ground lizard, P. kuehnei, 
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and the differences between the genera Takydro
mus and Platyplacopus. A key is also given for 
the family Lacertidae in Taiwan. 

According to Boulenger(2 ) and Pope CS ), the 
Formosan ground lizard occurred in Taiwan and 
in northern parts of Kuangtung. The Kuang
tung ground lizard, Takydromus chinensis Vogt, 
1914C10 ), appeared similar to the Formosan 
ground lizard P. kuehnei. Furthermore, Kuro
daCS ) also found a subspecies of the Formosan 
ground lizard in the central parts of the Hai-nan 
Island. In Taiwan, P. kuehnei had been collected 
from Kuantzuling (Kuanshirei) and Taipei (Tai
peh)C2). 

A revised key for lacertid lizards in Tai
wan and the description and measurements of 
P. kuehnei are given as follows: 

Family LACERTIDAE 

Key for Identification of Lacertid Lizard in 






