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SCIENTIFIC NOTE 

INSHORE FISHES AT TAl-PIN ISLAND (SOUTH CHINA SEA)! 
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(Received Jafluary 30, 1981) 

Comparing with the extensive survey of 

fish fauna from the waters around Taiwan and 
its adjacent islands{1-7,lO,1l), less attention was 
paid to that in the South China Sea (8). 

Tai-pin Island, a southernmost islet of the 
Republic of China, is located at 1 0022'N; 
114°22'E. This islet is about 1500 km away 
from Taiwan southwestward and surrounded by 
the vast province of the South China Sea. An 
expedition of fish fauna investigation of the 
islet was made in January 1981. The presented 

note is based on the data collected by under
water survey of some spots southward to the 
islet with a total area of approximate 800 mll. 
During the survey, fishes were censused by 
SCUBA divers and some were collected by 
rotenone poisoning. The species identification was 
conducted by specimen examination and under
water observation, supplemented with underwater 
fish pictures. 

A list of fishes with 173 species belong to 
33 families was shown in Table 1. For each 

TABLE 1. 

List of recorded fishes, for each species the ecological category is also given. 

Family and species 

Congridae 
1. Conger cinereus RUPPELL 

Ophichthidae 
2. Ophichthus sp. 

Muraenidae 
3. Echidna nebulosa (AHL) 

4. Gymnothorax sp. 

Ecological category* 

4 

5 

4 
4 

1. Paper No. 218 of the Journal series of the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica. 
* 1. F!shes swimming above the coral heads or patches and moving away from them farther than 

3 m (in the vertical direction) when the depth of water allows it (reef slopes, pools). 
2. Fishes swimming around, and above the coral heads patches, but never swimming away farther 

than 3 m. 
3. Fishes living (during daytime) under overhangs .. 
4. Fishes living in the network of cavities in the reef flat. 
5. Fishes living in connection with the sediment. 
6. Fishes linked to corals. 
7. Fishes living in symbiosis with reef invertebrates other than corals. 
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