
Bull, Inst. Zool., Academia Siniea 22(1): 105-118 (1983) 

CYNOGLOSSID FISHES (PLEURONECTIFORMES: 
CYNOGLOSSIDAE) OF TAIWAN 

SHIH-CHIEH SHEN 

D~partment of Zoology, National Taiwan University, 
Taipei, Taiwan 107, Republic of China 

(Received August 19, 1982) 

Shih-Chieh Shen (1983) Cynoglossid fishes (Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae) 
of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zoo!., Academia Sinica 22(1): 105-118. In the present revision 
of the cynoglossid fishes from the waters surrounding Taiwan, eighteen species be­
longing to three genera have been recognized. They are Symphurus orienta lis, S. 
strictus, Paraplagusia bilineata, P. bloehi, P. japonica,. P. guttata, Cynoglossus bilineatus, 
C. robustus, C. arel, C. lida, C. suyeni, C. kopsi, C. interruptus, C. puncticeps, C. itinus, 
C. joyneri, C. gracilis and C. abbreviatus. Among them, four species, Symphurus strictus, 
Cynoglossus suyeni, C. interruptus, and C. itinus are new records to Taiwan. A key to 
genera and species, diagnosis, figures and remarks (if any) of each species are presented. 

The world wide distribution of cyno­

glossid fishes have been reviewed by Menon 
(1977) and a total of fourty eight species of 
the genus Cynoglossus have been recognized. 
Two other genera, Symphurus and Paraplagusia 
were not included in his monograph. Chen and 
Weng (1965) reviewed eighteen species of the 
cynogloss.id fishes of Taiwan belonging to four 
genera. 

collected from the waters surrounding Taiwan 
and its adjacent Islands. All specimens are de­

posited in the Museum of Department of Zoo­
logy, National Taiwan University (NTUM). 

In present revision, we found that eight 
species reported by Chen and Weng (1965) were 
synonyms with others and two species without 
specimen. Paraplagusia formosana was named 
by Oshima (1927) based on single specimen 
collected from Taipei Fish Market, unfortun­
ately, the specimen was lost. Since then, no 
specimen has ever been collected. Menon (1977) 
did not include this species in his monograph 
and since it is nomen nudum, we discard this 
species from the present study. 

From this study, we recognized eighteen 
species of cynoglossid fishes belonging to three 
genera, among them four are new records. 

MA TERIALS AND METHODS 

The materials used for the study were 
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Counts and measurements followed those 

used by Menon (1977) except angle of snout 

was measured according to Fig. 1 shown below. 
The descriptions of body depth, head size and 

snout length are all in proportion to standard 

length, and the extent of sharpness of snout. 

See Tables 1 and 2. 
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Fig. 1. Diagrammatic figures illustrating the 

length of snout to height represented 
by angles for two species of Cyno­
glossus, A. C. arel, B. C. puncticeps. 




























