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Yun-Sheng Liang (1984) Notes on Rhyacichthys aspro found in Taiwan. Bull. 
Inst. Zood., Academia Slnica 23(2): 211-218. The freshwater fish, Rhyacichthys aspro 
distributes widely thronghout the islands in southeast Asia such as Java, East indies, 
Philippines, and New Guinea etc.. It was not until September 1972 that the first 
record of this species in Taiwan was documented by Watanabe. His report was 
based on only a single adult female specimen collected from Kao-ping Chi (~Jn1~) 
near Liu-Kuei (:f\&) in the southern part of Taiwan. The present note not only 
confirms the presence of this gobioid fish in Taiwan but also provides detailed 
description of some characteristics. The materials examined included five rather 
young specimens collected from Ma-Ian-kou Chi, Fu-yuan (~w: 'Ji!'frMMJ1~) and one 
large adult specimen collected from Nan-tzi1-hsien Chi, Chia-hsien (Ef3 ftl! ' tmf-FfUl~). 

Early in 1837, Kuhl and Van Hasselt 
(Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1837) first reported 
this fish from the freshwater of Bantam, Java 
in Historie Naturelles des Poissons. Vol. 12 
of Cuvierand Valenciennes using the name 
of Platyptera aspro. In 1861, GUnther reported 
this species based on one specimen collected 
from Wanderer Bay, Solomons and was 
deposi ted in the museum of economic geology 
(Gunther, 1961). Fourty two years later, 
Boulenger described a new gobiid fish, Rhiaci­
chthys novae-guineae,· from Dinawa, British New 
Guinea. (Boulenger, 1903) Although Boulenger 
pointed out that the eyes of this new species 
are larger and situated much nearer to the 
gill-opening than to the end of the snout, it 
is, however, not true in all cases. So, this 
~<new" spe~ies was treated as a synonym of 
P. aspro by all of the later authors. However, 
Rhiacichthys, which was suggested by Boulenger 
to substitute for Platyptera of Cuvier and 
Valenciennes, was reasonallyaccepted because 
the latter name was preoccupied by Meigen, 

·1803, for a genus of fish. (Boulenger, 1901) 
And Rhiacichthys was also spelt as Rhyacichthys 
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by authors. Since then, Rhyacichthys aspro has 
been recorded by authors such as De Beaufort 
and Weber (1913, New Guinea), (Weber and 
De Beaufort, 1953) Herre (1927, many pro­
vinces of Philippines), (Herre, 1927 and 1953) 
and Fowler (1928, East indies, Melanesia). 
It was not until forty four years later that 
Watanabe documented the first record of 
the presence of this species in Taiwan based 
on only a single specimen collected from 
Kao-ping Chi, Kaohsiung (iWitiiWi.~~), and 
deposited in the Zoology Department, Tokyo 
University. He elaborated a map to show the 
distribution of Rhyacichthys asjJro which was 
limited to the Indo-Pacific region, and the 
former northermost record of its distribution 
was in Luzon Island. Watanabe emphasized 
that his report extended the limit of the 
family Rhyacichthyidae for some 600 km. 
farther north. (Watanabe, 1972; Tominaga 
and Uyeno, 1982) In 1975, Masuda and his 
coworkers indicated that two specimens of 
Rhyacichthys aspro were collected at the end 
of July 1975 from Nakama River, Tiomote Is., 
Yaeyama, and mentioned that the detailed 
report on this species will be made by Shinsho 
















