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Chih-Chii Huang, Wann-Nian Tzeng and Sin-Che Lee (1985) Preliminary survey 
on larval fishes of Yen-Liao Bay, northeastern Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia 
Sinica. 24(1): 147-154. The present report is based on the larval fishes collected at a 
depth of 2.5 m from nine sampling stations in Yen-Hao Bay on the northeastern coast 
of Taiwan from October 1980 to September 1981. Among 1,704 larval fishes collected, 
1,341 were identified to species, of which, 53.54% were produced by pelagic species 
and 46.46% by demersal species. Scombridae is the most abundant family 
represented, predominately by Scomber australasicus, and is followed by Mullidae 
(mostly Upeneus bensasi) and Carangidae (mostly Decapterus) , making up 48.5% of 
total larval fishes obtained. This in turn, reflects the real abundance of major 
usable stock in the offshore immediately beyond the bay. It is then suggested 
that Yen-liao Bay is an important nursery ground for most economically important 
pelagic fish and abundance of larvae in the bay depends on the recruitment of the 
adult stock in the offshore. Number of species, and abundance of larval fishes 
are higher during 1Ylarch and May with the peak in May, and lowest in January. 
Production of plankton is generally higher all year round in such warm waters, 
although, it may peak at a certain period. Seasonal abundance of larval fish 
populations of some species may therefore coincides with the timing of adult 
spawning season and the production cycle of plankton. 

Yen-Liao Bay is located in the north
eastern coast of Taiwan, covering the area 
between 2YOl'-25°06'N latitude and 121°55

'
-

122°00'E longitude (Fig. 1). It is an inshore 
waters rich in plankton owing to the outlet 
of the Shuang-chi River where the upstream 

nutrients are discharged into the bay, as well 
as the influence of the Kuroshio current due to 

the bay which is more or less exposed to the 
East China Sea in the western Pacific Ocean. 
Fishes of rocky and sandy habitats, as well 
as some shore-ward offshore pelagic breeding 
stocks are likely to occur in the bay since 
the bottom is composed of muddy sand 
near the estuary of the above river and 
scattered rocky patches along the coast 
of the bay. During the spawning season, 
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