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Twenty-two alpheid species belonging to four genera were recorded from the 
surrounding waters of Taiwan and the Peng-Hu (Pescadores) Islands. They are 
Betaeus granulimanus Yokoya, Synalpheus stimpsoni (De Man), Metalpheus paragracilis 
(Coutiere), Alpheus lottini Guerin, A. gracilis Helier, A. splendidus Coutiere, 
A. collumianus Stimpson, A. obesomanus Dana, A. paracrinitus Miers, A. mitis Dana, 
A. sulcatus Kingsley, A. bid ens (Olivier), A. diadema Dana, A. distinguendus De Man, 
A. brevicristatus De Haan, A. savuensis De Man, A. pacijicus Dana, A. euphrosyne 
De Man, A. leviusculus Dana, A. lobidens De Haan, A. bisincisus De. Haan, A. 
edwardsii (Audouin). Among them, ninteen species are first records in Taiwan, 
only A. iobidens, A. distinguendus, and A. brevicristatus have been reported previously. 
The habitat, distribution and diagnostic characters of each species were briefly 
described in the text with the color photos for each species. A diagnostic key to 
identify these species is also provided. 

Except Banner and Banner (1984) who 
reported Alpheus brevicristatus De Haan, A. 
lobidens De Haan, and A. distinguendus De 
Man which were collected by H. Sauter at 
Takao, Formosa (Kaohsiung, Taiwan) in 1907 
and deposited in the Zoologisches Museum 
(East Berlin), there are no other systematic 
or distributial studies on the alpheid shrimps 
in Taiwan. 

This paper is the first report of our 
recent investigation on the alpheid shrimps 
from the waters around Taiwan and Peng­
Hu. Most of these twenty-two identifiable 
species were collected from the intertidal 
zone. Two species of A. distinguendus De 
Man and A. brevicristatus De Haan were 
bought from the fish market. The Synalpheus 
stimpsoni (De Man) is associated with sea­
Hlies (crinoids); and several other species liv­
ing in the coral head were collected from the 

subtidal zone. A. lobidens De Haan and A. 
euphrosyne De Man, were the only two species 
collected from the estuary of Tam-shui river. 

The snapping or pistol shrimp were in­
cluded in a single family, Alpheidae. They 
are the most abundant organism in the in­
fraorder of marine Caridea in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Nevertheless, the family needs a tho­
rough revision since the identification of each 
species is difficult and sometime impossible. 
Banner and Banner (1973, 1975, 1982) in the 
only one who has provided the keys, descrip­
tions, illustration, and references of most 
important species in the world. Their publica­
tions are very useful to us since many of our 
specimens can be identified to species accord­
ing to their detail descriptions. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

All specimens were collected from both 
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