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Sin-Che Lee (1985) Fishes of the family Haemulidae (Teleostei: Percoidei) of 
Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., AcC!demia ,Sinica 24(2): 257-272. This paper reports 
nineteen species of the newly revised family Haemulidae occurring in the sur
rounding waters of Taiwan. Among them, six species including Plectorhinchus 
flavomaculatus, P. ceiebiclls, P. goldmar.ni, P. chaetodonoides, P. albovittatus and P. 
lineatus are new records of Taiwan. Another previously recorded species, Pomadasys 
jurcatus, appeared in the book by Chen (1969), is provisionally removed from this 
report since specimen was not available. Keys, diagnoses, synonyms and figures of 
all studied species are given. 

The fish family Haemulidae (or Poma

dasyidae) are commonly known as grunts. 
The distinguishable characters of this family 
are defined as: Dorsal fin continuous, IX-XIV, 
11-26; anal fin III, 6-18; mouth small with 
feeble cardiform teeth on jaws but absent on 
vomer or even on palatines; enlarged chin 
pores usually present; preopercular edge 
serrated; branchiostegal rays 7; vertebrae 
10-11 + 16. 

Grunts are medium-sized food fishes 
inhabiting shallow coastal waters, some of 
them are euryhaline which may enter the 
river even in permanent freshwaters.' The 
bottom they live are variable from sands or, 
muds to rocks or coral reefs. Most species 
particularly those live in coral reefs are 
brightly coloured while those live in sandy or 
muddy bottoms are mostly silvery with faint 
patterns if any. Color markings of most 
species vary with growth and sex, thus the 
identification of grunt species have been very 
much confused due to their unsolved taxono
mic -'(status. However, Nelson (1984) has 

estimated a total of 175 species in 17 genera 
known to occur in the Atlantic, Indian and 
Pacific Oceans. Among them, 20 species are 
recorded in Taiwan. 

In 1902, Jordan and Evermann listed 4 
species including Plectorhinchus ocyurus 
(=Parapristipoma trilineatum), P. radjaban 
(=p. pictus), Pomadasys hasta (=P. kaakan) 
and P. maculatus. In 1909, Jordan and Rich
ardson added another species Plectorhinchus 
poeci!opterus, which is now recognized as the 
synonym of P., pictus. Later in 1951, Liang 
added 2 more species namely, Plectorhinchus 
cinctus and Hapalogenys mucronatus. In 1957, 
Chu added Rhoniscus striatus (not Gilchrist 
and Thompson) which is now confirmed as a 
misidentification of Pomadasys stridens aft~r 

the recent reexamination of the speCimens 
preserved in the Museum of Taiwan Univer
sity. Pomadasys quadrilineatus Shen and 
Lin 1984 is now recognized as a synonym 
of this species. In 1969, Chen added· 6 
species, including Plectorhynchus nigrus, P. 
diagrammus, Pomadasys argenteus, P. !urcatus, 
Hapalogenys kishinouyei and H. maculatus. 
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