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Sin-Che Lee (1986) Fishes of the genus Lethrinus (Percoidei: Lethrinidae) of 
Taiwan. Bull. Ir.st. Zool., Academia Sinica. 25(1): 79-89. This paper deals with 
twelve newly revised species of Lethrinus occurring around the waters of Taiwan. 
They are Lelhrinus nematacanthus. L. miniatus, L. harak, L. rubrioperculatus, L. reticulatus, 
L. semicinctus, L. mahsena, L. ornatus, L. nebulosus, L. mahsenoides, L. lent jan and L. 
haematopterus. Among them, L. rubrioperculatus and L. semicinctus are first records 
for the Taiwan area. Another species, L. amboinensis appeared in earlier .literatures 
is not included because of the inavailability of specimen. A key, diagnoses and 
synonymies are given for all the Taiwanese species of Lethrinus. 

Fishes of genus Lethrinus are moderate 

sized sparoids which occur mainly in the 
coastal waters of tropical or subtropical Indo
West Pacific, only one out of 26 species occurs 
in West Africa (Sato, 1978). Their habitats 
are almost rocks or coral reefs with few 
exception of soft ground. This is a popular 
food fish with high commercial value in 
Taiwan. 

Lethrinus together with Monotaxis, Gna
thodentex and Gymnocranius rriake up the 
family Lethrinidae. The last three genera 
were placed in their own family Monotaxidae 
(Lee, 1982). However, Nelson (1984) does 
not agree and remains them as member of 
family Lethrinidae. 

The first records of Lethrinus from Taiwan 
were Lethrinus leutjanus (=L. lent jan) and 
L. richardsoni (=L. haematopterus) (Jordan 
and Evermann, 1902). In the year of 1909, 
Jordan and Richardson increased Lethrinus 
amboinensis and L. insulindicus (=L. mahse
noides). In 1928, Oshima made an additional 

record of L. opercularis which is now con
sidered as a junior synonysm of L. nebulosus. 
In 1951, Liang added L. rhodopterus (=L. 
harak). In 1955, Matsubara mentioned three 
more Taiwanese species, namely L. nemata
canthus, L. miniatus, L. nebulosus, L. choerohyn
chus and L. !renatus, the last two being 
synonymous with L. nebulosus. In 1960, Liaw 
recorded L. kallopterus from Pescadores, how
ever, it is recognized as a mistake of young 
L. haematopterus, thus the occurrence of L. 
kallopterus in Taiwan is in fact doubtful. 
This species was occasionally seen at Makung 
Fish Market, it was actually caught from 
South China Sea. In 1969, Chen furtherly 
added L. reticulatus, L. atkinsoni (=L. mah
sena), L. kallopterus (=misidentification of 
L. haematopterus cf Liaw (1960)) and L. 
erythrurus, the last species being identical 
wi th the previously recorded L. nebulosus. In 
1984, Shen increased L. ornatus. All together, 
eleven valid species of Formosan Lethrinus 
were recorded in the earlier literatures. Re
sulting from the collecting effort of the 
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