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J. G. Van As and Linda Basson (1986) Trichodinid (Ciliophora: Peritricha) 
ectoparasites of cultured cichlids from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zoo!., Academia Sinica 
25(2) ~ 1.35-139. During July 1984 specimens of cultured cichlids were examined from 
fish ponds in Taiwan. The Mocambique tilapia, Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 
1852) was found to be moderately infested by a gill parasite, Tripartiella sp(ltula n. 
sp., as well as a predominantly gill parasite, Trichodina centrostrigata Basson, Van As 
and Paperna, 1983 and a predominantly skin parasite, T. heterodel1tata Duncan, 1977. 
Comparative descriptions of the two known species and a description of the new 
species are presented. 
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T richodinid ectopa~asites (Ciliophora: 

Peritricha) have been found associated with 
various freshwater as well as marine fish 
species. Although many of the taxonomic 
descriptions of trichodinid parasites are based 
on material collected from fish in culture 
systems, only a few species have been decribed 
from cultured cichlids: Duncan (1977) 
describes Trichodina heterodentata Duncan, 
1977 and T. acuta Lorn, 1961 from Oreochromis 
mossambicus (Peters, 1852) and Tilapia zillU 
(Gervais, 1848) collected from fish ponds in 
the Philippines. Basson, Van As and Paperna 
(1983) found T. heterodentata and T. centro­
strigata Basson, Van As and Paperna, 1983 to 
be common parasites of different wild cichlid 
species and Van As, Basson and Theron (1984) 
also recorded these two species from O. 
mossambicus from fish ponds in South Africa. 
T. heterodentata was found to be a common 
parasite of cultured O. mossambicus and other 
cichlids in Israel (Basson, et at. 1983) and 

recently T. centrostrigata y.ras found associated 
wi th Oreochromis rilloticus (-Hasselquist, 1757) 
and T. zillU in Lake Kinneret, Israel (personal 
unpublished data). T. heterodentata has also 
been recorded from O. mossambicus in Lake 
Valencia, Venezuela (Paperna, Van As and 
Basson, 1984). 

Very few papers have been published on 
the occurrence of trichodinid ectoparasites 
from fish in Taiwan (Hsiao and Chen, 1977; 
Liu, 1978 and Wang and Yu, 1978). However, 
no specific identifications of the species have 
been made in this area. 

The material presented in this paper is 
taxonomic descriptions of trichodinid ecto­
parasites collected from cultured cichlids in 
Taiwan. 

METHODS 

During a visit to Taiwan in July 1984, 
the senior author examined cichlids, including 
the hybrid red tilapia, O. mossambicus, O. 
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