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Sin-Che Lee (1986) Fishes of the family Nemipteridae (Te1eostei: Percoidei) 
of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 25(2): 161-175. This report includes 
twenty species in three genera of nemipterids occurring around the coastal waters of 
Taiwan. They are Sc%psis eriomma, S. inermis*, S. monogramma, S. margariti/er, S. 
vosmeri, S. bilineatus, S. xenochrous*, S. personatus, S. cancellatus, Nemipterus metopias, 
N. hexodon, N. peronii, N. tolu, N. japonicus, N. rirgatus, N. bathybus*, N. marginatus*, 
N_ delagoae*, Pentapodus nagasakiensis* and P. macrurus*. The above seven species 
with asterisks are new records for the Taiwan area. The specimens of another two 
nominal species, Nemipterus matsubarai and N. ovenii, appeared in the previous litera­
tures are not available during this study period. They are now provisionally excluded 
from this report. Keys, diagnostic characters, synonyms and figures of all studied 
species are given. 
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Fishes of the family Nemipteridae are 

brightly coloured and moderately sized marine 
food fishes wh:ch occur mostly in the tropical 
and subtropical seas of Indo-West Pacific with 
about 35 species in three genera, Nemipterus, 
Seolopsis and Pentapodus (Nelson, 1984). They 
commonly have a single continuous dorsal fin 
with ten spines and 9 soft rays and well 
developed subocular shelf and accessory sub­
pelvic keel. 

The family Nemipteridae together with 
Sparidae and Lethrinidae form the superfamily 
Sparoidea. Within the Sparoidea, Nemipteridae 
is distinct from the remaining two families 
in having more numerous pyloric caeca (5-9 

vs 3-4) and fewer imperfect interneural spines 
(2 vs 3). 

The earliest literatures to deal with the 
Formosan nemipterids may date back to 1902 
when Jordan and Evermann listed three 
species: Nemipterus matsubarai. Seolopsis 
vosmeri and S. monogramma. Later in 1909, 
Jordan and Richardson added Nemipterus 
ovenii, N. virgatus, N. japonieus and Seolopsis 
eriomma. In 1951, Liang listed furtherly on 
Nemipterus peronii and N. hexodon. In 1957, 
Chu increased S. margaritijer. In 1969, Chen 
recorded three more species including Seolopsis 
temporalis (=S. monogramma) , S. eaneellatus 
and S. bilineatus. In 1984, the following five 
species including Seolopsis dubiosus (;=S. 
monogramma) , s. eiliatus, S. per sonatus and 
Nemipterus tolu (Shen, 1984) and Nemipterus 
marginatus (Shen and Lin, 1984) were re­
corded. Neverthless, Nemipterus marginatus is 
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