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Tin-Yam Chan and Hsiang-Ping Yu (1987). On the Heterocarpus shrimps 
(Crustacea: Decapoda : Pandalidae) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 
26( 1): 53-60. Four Heterocarpus shrimps are identified from the coastal deep-sea 
prawn fisheries at depth of 150-400 m off north-east and southern Taiwan. They are 

. H. gibbosus Bate, 1888, H. woodmasoni Alcock, 1901, H. ensifer parvispina De Man 
1917 and H. sibogae De Man 1917, the former three are new additions to the marine 
fauna list of Taiwan. H. gibbosus and H. sibogae have long been used as sea-food 
and with moderate price although their catches are not large nor stable. This 
report describes and illustrates these four Taiwanese Heterocarpus species. A key for 
their identification is provided. The morphological differences between the sexes 
in these species are also mentioned. 

A survey on the Taiwanese decapod 

crustaceans supported by the National Science 
Council, R. O. C. has been started since 1984. 
The present paper reports the shrimps of the 
genus Heterocarpus of the family Pandalidae, 
as some of them are rather common and of 
moderate commercial value. Four Hetero­
carpus species have been identified, namely 
H. gibbosus Bate, 1888, H. woodmasoni Alcock, 
1901, H. ensifer parvispina De Man 1917 and 
Heterocarpus sibogae De Man, 1917, the 

* Contribution no. NSC 075-0409-B019-01. 

former three species are new additions to the 
marine fauna list of Taiwan. The local name 
of all these shrimps is the "Mother Shrimp", 
for always carrying eggs, or the "Big-Head 
Shrimp". H. gibbosus and H. sibogae are 
common by catches of coastal deep..,sea prawn 
trawling and used as sea-food. The colora­
tion of these four species is illustrated and a 
key is provides for their identification. The 
morphological differences between the sexes, 
which are mainly focus on the anterior three 
abdominal somites, are also mentioned. 
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