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Kwang-Tsao Shao and Jeng-Ping Chen (1987) Fishes of the family Platyce­
phalidae (Teleostei: Platycephaloidei) of Taiwan with descriptions of two new 
species. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 26( 1): 77-94. This paper reports nineteen 
species of the newly revised family Platycephalidae, including two new species of 
Suggrllndus longirostris and S. brevirostris, occurring in the surrounding waters of 
Taiwan. The other species are Parabembras CllrtllS, Bembras japoniclls of subfamily 
Bembradinae and Platycephallis indiclls, Rogadills asper, Onigocia tllberculatus, Onigocia 
spinosa, Onigocia macrolepis, Grammoplites scaber, Suggrundlls rodericensis, Suggrundus 
meerdervoorti, Ratabulus megacephalus, Thysanophrys papillolabium*, Thysanophrys 
chiltonae*, Thysanophrys arenicola*, Cociella crocodila, Inegocia guttata, and Inegocia 
japonica of subfamily Platycephalinae. The above four species with asterisks and the 
genus Ratabulus are new records for the Taiwan area. Keys, diagnostic characters, 
synonyms and figures of all studied species are given. 

Fishes of the family Platycephalidae, 
usually called flatheads, are confined to the 
Indo-Pacific region except a single species 
occurring off West Africa. There are about 
70 species in the world, belonging to 22 
genera of 2 subfamilies, Bembradinae and 
Platycephalinae (Nelson, 1984). Though 
flat heads are largely marine, a few species 
inhabit esturaries. Flatheads are bottom 
dwelling fish which can bury themselves just 
below the sand or mud and only expose their 
eyes to wait and grasp those careless small 
fishes. In Taiwan, flat heads are food fishes 
especially those species which has large body 
size such as Platycephalus indicus. They are 
caught mostly by bottom trawl net mixe·d 
with other miscel1aneus benthic fishes. Since 
they are caught occasionally their economic 
value is not high. 

The family Platycephalidae together with 

Hoplichthyidae form the suborder Platyce­
phaloidei. Flatheads are elongate, sometimes 
almost cylindrical in cross-section and the 
head region is strongly depressed. Numerous 
ridges and spines occur on the head. The 
lower jaw is undershot. The two dorsals 
are closely spaced; the anal is spineless ex­
cept Parabembras, and the pelvics are widely 
separated and located behind the large 
pectorals which lack loose rays. 

The earliest literatures which reported 
the flat heads of Taiwan may dated back to 1902 
when Jordan and Evermann listed two species: 
Platycephalus indicus and P. inermis. The latter 
species was a synonym of the Codella crocodila 
mentioned by Matsubara and Ochiai in 1955. 
Later in 1909, Jordan and Richardson added 
Thysanophrys scaber and T. japonicus. Fowler 
and Bean (1922) added another one species 
T. macracanthus of the same genus. Okada 
(1938) furtherIy added T. meerdervoorti. In 

1. Paper No. 285 of the Journal Series of the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica. 

77 




































