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Shyh-Hwang Chen and Kuang-Yang Lue (1987) A new species of skink, 
Sphenomorphus taiwanensis from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 26(2): 115-
121. This paper describes a newly discovered skink, Sphenomorphus taiwanensis sp. nov., 
in Taiwan. It differes from other skinks found in Taiwan previously, in several 
morphological features, i. e. body more or less slender, supranasal absent, prefrontals 
widely separate or just in contact, 4 (rarely 3) pairs of nuchals, 26 (rarely 28) scales 
around the middle of the body, 15-18 obtuse keeled lamellae beneath the fourth toe, 
adpressed limbs not or just overlap, without any patch of enlarged scales on the 
thigh. The closest relatives of this species are S. courcyanum and S. helenae. The 
distribution of S. taiwanensis ranges from 2200 m to 3200 m above the sea level. The 
habitat of this new species is also described. 

In previous papers (Stejneger, 1910; Wang 
and Wang, 1956; Wang, 1962; Liu Yu, 1970; 
Liang and Wang, 1975; Chen, 1984), total 11 
species of skinks. (Family: Scincidae) were 
reported from Taiwan. Nevertheless, most 
of them are very common and widely distri­
bute on the plain and lowland area, except 
Eumeces elegans which was collected by us in 
one occasion from Tienchi (3(ifu) at the 
elevation about 2350 m in Kaohsiung county 
(~tiW*). All other species being reported 
never reach the higher mountain regions. 
Recently six specimens of an undescribed 
species of the skink have been collected from 
Mt. Hohuan (1flkw), Allshan (1WJ![[lr) , Pa­
tungkuan (}\3iIm), and Mt. Hsiangyang (fPj 
~[lr) (Fig. 1). The elevation ranges from 
2200 m to 3200 m. All the examined charac-

ters are identical with the genus Sphenomor­
phus. Although, Sphenomorphus was once 
deposited as a synonym of Lygosoma before 
(Smith, 1935, 1937; Nakamura & Ueno, 1963), 
but it still a valid genus (Greer, 1970; Liu 
Yu, 1970; Chen, 1984) and belongs to the 
subfamily Lygosominae (Greer, 1970). For 
this new skink we propose the name Spheno­
morphus taiwanensis sp. nov. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

This study is based on five mature and 
one juvenile individuals collected from Mt. 
Hohuan, Alisnan, Patungkuan and Mt. Hsiang­
yang in Taiwan. All specimens are preserved 
in 70% e.thanol. Measurements and definitions 
of scales follow Smith (1946). All measure­
ments are defined to nearest 0.1 mm. 
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