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Sin-Che Lee, Jung-Ti Chang and Stephen C. M. Tsoi (1987) Locus assigments 
for general muscle proteins of two silvery grunts, Pomadasys argenteus and P. kaakan. 
Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 26(2): 187-189. The taxonomic position of two closely 
resembled silvery grunts are confirmed by comparing their electrophoretic pattern 
of muscle protein, in which two loci Cbp-1 and Cbp-2 are responsible for the calcium
binding proteins synthesis. Two other loci are designated as Gp-1 and Gp-2 which 
remain unidentified. 

The silvery grunts, Pomadasys argenteus 
and P. kaakan are closely similar in appear
ance with same fin ray counts of 12 spines 
and 14 soft rays in dorsal fin, and 3 spInes 
and 7 soft rays in anal fin. However, they 
can be recognized by color patterns which 
appear with black dots on each scales of 
upper half of body in P. argenteus compared 
to 7-8 transverse series of brownish spots in 
P. kaakan. Body depth of P. argenteus seems 
to be less deeper than that of P. kaakan with 
the standard length/body depth ratio of 2.97 
versus 3.19. Since the body shape in larger 
adults is probably the result of growth, thus 
the only consistent feature to distinguish 
them is the color patterns (Figs. 1-2). In 
order to identify the species when the dis
tinctive color patterns is faint or even lost, 
the electrophoresis of muscle protein on 7.5% 

Df vertical slab polyacrylamide gel could be 

Fi~. 1. Pomadasys argenteus, 276 mm SL. 

Fig. 2. Pomadasys kaakan, 306 mm SL. 
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