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During the non-breeding season, vinous-throated parrotbills form large flocks, which 
are active from dawn to dusk with only brief rests during the day. Foraging occupies 
most of the daylight hours. Their level of activity. remains stable throughout the 
day, even during light to medium rain. Individuals which forage together during the 
day usually roost together at night. Neighboring flocks may share the same roost. 

Flock sizes are small just after the breeding season. They increase through 
November and then remain stable during winter months. Flock sizes decrease starting 
with the onset of the breeding season in March. 

Very little aggression was seen within a flock, and none between flocks. No 
wintering territory is maintained and no territorial behavior' was ever witnessed by 
flocks, pairs, or individuals. There is no apparent leader within a flock and no de­
tectable social hierarchy among the individuals of the flock. Every month of the 
year some individuals of a flock change to neighboring flocks. This flock-changing 
phenomenon most likely influences flock social structure. 

Social behavior has been a major focus 
in . ornithological research in recent years. 
All species in the genus Paradoxornis are 
highly gregarious. as far as is known, yet no 
studies of their social behavior have been 
previously carried out. This study examines 
closely the social behavior of the vinous­
throated parrotbill (P. webbianus) which is 
common and widely distributed in Taiwan. 
This report covers the non-breeding season 
as a first step toward understanding the nature 
and the reasons of their sociality. 

METHODS 

This research began in July 1983 and con-

tinues to the present. My field assistants and 
I have spent 10-15 days each month making 
field observations on vinous-throated parrot­
bill flocks. About 175 parrotbills inhabited 
the acasia woods and adjacent grassy and 
sugarcane fields of Tunghai University in 
central Taiwan. Periodic netting kept 85-
95% of the population color-marked for in­
dividual identification in this study area of 
about 35 ha. 

Vinous-throated parrotbills are small 
active birds living in dense vegetation, which 
makes continuous observation of any indivi­
dual for more than a few seconds impossible. 
However, bird flocks usually are slow moving 
and can be followed on foot. The longest 
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