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Sin-Che Lee (1987) Fishes of the family Lutjanidae of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. 
Zoology, Academia Sinica 26 (4): 279-303. Up to date, a total of 44 lutjanid species 
are confirmed to occur around the waters of Taiwan. They include 4 subfamilies and 
.10 genera: Paradicichthyinae (Symphorus, 1 species); Lutjaninae (Lutjanus, 23 species; 
Macolor, 1 species; Pinjalo, 2 species): Apsilinae (Paracaesio, 3 species); Etelinae 
(Aprion, 1 species; Aphareus, 2 species; Etelis, 3 species; Pristipomoides, 6 species; 
Tropidinius, 2 species). Among 44 species, Lutjanus ehrenbergii and Pristipomoides 
typus are not yet available and are 'provisionally excluded from this report. The 
remaining 42 species are provided with their distinctive characters with color photos 
as well as the keys for specific identification. The following 12 species namely Aphareus 
furcatus, A. rutilans, Etelis carbunculus E. radiosus, Lutjanus bengalensis, L. carponotatus, 
L. doedecanthoides, Pristipomoides auricilla, P. multidens, Tropidinius amoenus, T. zona/us, 
are first records from Taiwan, and Pinjalo microphthalmus is the new species. 

Fishes of Lutjanidae or snappers have 
the dorsal fin continuou·s or with a shallow 
notch, with 10-12 spines and 10-17 soft rays; 
anal fin wi th 3 s pi nes and 7-11 soft rays; 
mouth mostly with enlarged canine teeth on 
jaws, and small teeth on palatines and usually 
on vomer; vertebrae 24. Lutjanidae are im
portant food fishes which are mostly marine 
and occurring in tropical and subtropical 
seas of Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans 
with an estimation of about 185 species in 
17 genera (Nelson, 1984). The arrangements 
of systematic orders in the family were based 
on Johnson (1980). 

As the number of lutjanid species of 
Taiwan concerned, the earliest record was 
made by Jordan and Evermann (1902) who 
noted 5 species including Lutjanus fulvijlamma, 
L. annularis (=L. erythropterus) , L. argenti
maculatus, L. vitta, and Platyinius sparus (= 
Pristipomoides typus). Later in 1909, Jordan 

and Richardson added 5 species namely 
Lutjanus fuscescens (=L. russelli) , L. quinque
lineatus (L. spilurus is the synonym of it), L. 
kasmira,. L. lineolatus (=L. lutjanus) , and L. 
rivulatus. Several years after the end of 
second world war, Liang (1951) furtherly 
added 5 species: Lutjanus sebae, L. monos
tigma, L. nematophorus (=Symphorus nemato
phorus) , Aprion virescens and Pristipomoides 
sieboldii. In 1954, Chen added an:>ther 4 
species: Lutjanus ehrenbergii, L. vaigiensis (== 
L. fulvus) , L. malabaricus and Pristipomoides 
argyrogrammicus (==P. filamentosus). The 
occurrence of L. ehrenbergii in Taiwan men
tioned by Chen (1954) and Allen and Talbolt 
(1985) was primarily based on Weber and de 
Beaufort (1936) but the specimen was not 
actually obtained in Taiwan. In 1969, Chen 
added further 6 species including Lutjanus 
decussata, L. bohar, L. gibbus, Macolor niger, 
Etelis carbunculus (=E. coruscans) and Para
caesio xanthurus. In 1982, Lee reported 2 
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