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Sin-Che Lee (1988) Fishes of Lophiiformes (Pediculati) of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. 
Zool., Academia Sinica 27( 1): 13-26. This is a brief report of the recent revision on 
the lophiiform fishes of Taiwan, which includes the following 20 species, namely 
Lophiomus setigerus, Lophius litulon, Antennarius striatus, A. commersoni, A. randalli, A. 
biocellatus, A. dorehensis, A. nummi/er, Histiophryne cryptacanthus, Histrio histrio, Chaunax 
abei, Dibranchus japonicus, Halieutaea stellatus, H. jitzsmonsi, H. /umosa, Malthopsis [utea, 
M. jordan;, M. annuli/era, Halicmetes reticulatus and Himantolophus groenlandicus. Among 
the above list, Malthopsis jordani is the new record for Taiwan. Specimens of Lophius 
litulon, Antennarius randalli and Halieutaea jitzsmonsi are not available at the movement. 
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LoPhiiformes or anglerfishes are char
acterized externally by the transformation of 
first dorsal spine into illicium, if present, 
location of gill-openings at or behind pectoral 
base, no ribs and by having 2-4 elongated 
pectoral radials. They are marine and mostly 
living in relatively deeper waters, occasionaly 
found in the estuaries and shallower coastal 
waters. 

Up to date, a total of 265 species in 64 
genera and 6 families are included in Order 
Lophiiformes world widely (Nelson, 1984). In 
the district of Taiwan alone, the earliest re
port on the species of this group was dated 
back in 1943 when Nakamura mentioned 
three, Lophius litulon, Antennarius tridens (= 
Antennarius striatus) and Halieutaea stellatus. 
Laterin 1951, Liang added Lophiomus setigerus 

and Pterophryne histrio (=Histrio histrio ) .. In 
1967, Chen et at. added further 6 species, 
namely Phrynelox zebrinus (=Antennarius stri-

atus), P. tridens (=A. striatus) P. nox( =A, 
striatus), Chanuax pictus (=::;;c. abei), Halic
metes reticulatus, Malthopsis annuli/era, M. 
lutea and Himantolophus groenlandicus, the 
above three Phrynelox species. are now com
bined as a single species, Antennarius striatus. 
In 1975, Yu and Chung firstly recorded 
Antennarius altipinnis (=A. dorehensis) from 
Shiao-liu-chiu. In 1980, Lee furtherly reco
rded Histophryne bougainvilU (=H. cryptacan
thus) from Lanyu. In 1984b Shen added Lop
hiodes mutilus, Antennarius nummi/er, Chaunax 
/imbriatus, Halieutaea /itzsmonsi, H. /umosa 
and Dibranchus japonicus. However,. after the 
examination of Shen's specimens in National 
Taiwan University, Lophiodes mutilus is con
sidered as a misidentification of Lophiomus 
setigerus and Chaunax /imbriatus is identical 
with C. abei, only 4 species are actually 
increased. Antennarius hispidus appeared in 
Shen's synoptic book (1984a) has not been 
obtained, it is provisionally excluded from 
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