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Jian·Chyi Chen, Hun-Hsiung Chang and Chang-Po Chen (1988) Shallow water 
crinoids of Kenting National Park, Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 27(2): 
73-90. A total of 20 species of crinoids, belonging to 16 genera of 5 families have 
been found in the subtidal zone of Kenting National Park in southern Taiwan. 
Systematic accounts, spatial distributive characteristics and key based on color, habitat 
and posture of these fauna are presented. 
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There are plenty of macro-benthos in 
the Kenting National Park, and echinoderms 
are the dominante one. Echinoderm fauna of 
Taiwan had been studied by Hayasaka (1948, 
1949), Chen and Chang (1981), Wu (1982), 
Applegate (1984), Chao (1986) and Chen 
( 1986). In order to protect and conserve the 
natural resources of Kenting National Park, 
field studies of crinoids have been conducted. 
This report presents the first attempt to make 
a comprehensive survey of the composition 
and ecology of these crinoids inhabiting in 
the shallow water of southern Taiwan. Spec­
ies identification of crinoids based on morp­
hological features is not suitable for field 
researchers, thus a key is compiled based on 
their colors, habitats and postures. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The living posture, substratum preference 
and color variation of crinoids were observed 

in situ from January 1985 to April 1986 by 
SCUBA diving at 11 locations of the waters 
of Kenting National Park (Fig. 1). The range 

N 

+ 11 

Fig. 1. Map of southern tip of Taiwan show­
ing the study area. 1, Shan-geo-wan; 
2, Sheau-wan; 3, Tarn-tzy-wan; 4, Ta­
lao-gu; 5, D-station; 6, B-station; 7, 
A-station; 8, Mau-pi-tou; 9, Rorng­
chair; 10, Shyun-goang-tzoei; 11, Hsia­
shai-ku. 
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