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Sin-Che Lee (1988) Fishes of the family Caesionidae of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., 
Academia Sinica 27(3): 175-18l. This report deals with the following six caesionid 
species inhabiting in the waters of Taiwan: Caesio caerulaurea, C. erythrogaster, C. 
lunaris, C. xanthopotus, Pterocaesio diagramma and P. tile. None of them is a _new 
record for Taiwan. A key to the species, distinctive characters, and a color photo 
of each species are provided. Although Pterocaesio pisang and P. chrysozona were 
previously recorded in the literatures, they are not included here due to the inavail
ability of spec mens from Taiwan. 
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Fishes of the family Caesionidae (popu

larly known as fusiliers) were historically 
included in the family Haemulidae (Pomad
asyidae) (Jordan and Richardson, 1909; 
Fowler, 1931). Lutjanidae (Greenwood et al., 
1966) However, it was separated from its 
most closely-related Lutjanidae by Johnson 
(1980) on the basis of the following charac
ters: dorsal and anal soft rays more numer
ous; highly protractile upper jaw adapted 
for planktivorous feeding; premaxilla with 
1 or 2 finger-like lateral processes (single 
broad based process in Lutjanidae) (Text
fig. ]); third epibranchial tooth plate absent; 
sub-pelvic process vestigial or absent. Caesi
onids are marine food fishes occurring only 
in the Indo-West Pacific with 4 genera 
(Caesio, Pterocaesio, Gymnocaesio and Dipte
rygonotus) and about 30 species (Nelson, 1984). 

diagramma) and C. tile (=P. tile). Liang 
(1951) added two other species: Caesio 
erythrogaster and C. caerulaurea. Chen' (1954) 
added two more species: Caesio /unaris and 

The earliest taxonomic account of the 
caesionids of Taiwan was reported by Jordan 
and Richardson (1909) who recognized two 
species, Caesio chrysozonus (=Pterocaesio 
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Fig. 1. Premaxilla of Plerocaesio diagramma (A), 
and Caesio caerulaurea (B), showing 
the number of lateral process. 
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