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Yu-Feng Hsu (1988) A revision of Choaspes xanthopogon (Kollar) with descrip­
tion of a new subspecies, C. x. chrysopterus. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 27(4): 
235-244. This paper revises the four subspecies of Choaspes xanthopogon (Kollar). 
Among them, one is described as a new subspecies from Taiwan, and two are revised 
from C. estrella de Jong. Based on the geographical distribution of this species, an 
evidence to support the existence of the land bridge between the Philippines, Taiwan 
and the Asiatic Mainland can be concluded. 
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Choaspes xanthopogon (Kollar 1844), a 
larger skipper, has hitherto been regarded as 

. a continental species in the past. In the 
SUI11mer of 1986, the author found a new 
subspecies from Lala mountain, Taoyuan 
Prefecture, Taiwan. More materials have 
been collected from the same region since 
than and hence more informa tion on the 
subspecies has been accumlated. On the 
other hand, the· Philippine races, C. estrella 
de long, 1980 and C. estrella pallens Schroder 
& Treadaway, 1986 can be treated as subspe­
cHic level of C. xanthopogon according to Its 
morphologies of male genitalia. Although 
they seem different from C. xanthopogon in 
appearence, the diversified appearence is a 
common phenomenon in Choaspes species. 
Evans (1949) stated that C. hemixanthus is 
composed of ~~4 very different sub-species 
wi th similar genitalia." In fact, according 
to his accounts to the other Choaspes species, 
all of the species of Choaspes are of the 
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correspondence with this statement. So in 
this paper the taxa of xanthopogon, estrella, 
pallens, and the newly found subspecies are 
regarded as a polytypic -species. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The eggs of the new subspecies were 
collected from the jungle of Mt. Lala, and 
brought to the laboratory of the Department 
of Plant Pathology & Entomology, National 
Taiwan University, Rearing was conducted 
in an uncontrolled laboratory temperatures. 
Eggs were put into small plastic cases; 
ha tched larvae were reared in 9.0 X 6.3 X 3 .9 
cm plastic cases with an abundant supply of 
the leaves of the hostplant (Sabia transaris­
an ens ) ; pupae were left in the case to 
emerge. Of the insects from the Philippines 
and the Asia tic Mainland, the dried adult 
specimens were examined and compared 
wi th the Taiwanese materials. 




















