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Tin-Yam Chan and Hsiang-Ping Yu (1989) A Deep-Sea Lobster of the Genus 
Puerulus (Crustacea: Decapoda: Palinuridae) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia 
Sinica 28(1): 1-6. The occurrence of Puerulus lobsters (family Palinuridae) in 
Taiwanese waters is reported for the first time. One species is recognized, namely 
Puent/us angulatus (Bate, 1888). This deep-sea spiny lobster is rather rare and is 
caught off the north-eastern coast at the depth of 180-350 m together with Metane­
phrops lobsters by "baby" shrimp trawlers. A brief description and color illustration 
of this species are provided for its identification. The morphological differences 
between the sexes in this lobster is also discussed. 
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The record of spiny lobsters of the 
Family PaIinuridae in Taiwan has been 
two genera and nine species by Ho and 
Yu (1979)" During the last few years of 
specimen collection for the Taiwanese 
decapod crustaceans survey, several speci­
mens of another spiny lobster species 
were obtained at fish markets. This 
species belongs to the primitive lobster 
genus Puerulus Ortmann, 1897 (George & 
Main 1967). It differs from other spiny 
lobsters by having a prismatic carapace, 
a rather short antennulae, and with the 
supra-orbital horns far apart and almost 
situated laterally (see Holthuis 1946). 
The similarity of these characteristics to 
the young stages of other palinurids 
earns this genus the name Puerulus. Four 
extant species of this genus are known 
at present (see Berry 1969) and all are 
from Indo-West-Pacific. However, all of 
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them are rather rare and therefore of 
almost no economic importance (Williams 
1986). The record of Puentlus 10 bsters in 
Taiwan makes up the Taiwanese spiny 
lobsters to three genera and 10 species. 
Our specimens collected to date are all 
identified as Puerulus angulatus (Bate, 
1888). The taxonomic status of this 
species is rather confusing in the litera­
ture (see Ramadan 1938, Holthuis 1966, 
Berry 1969, Harada 1980). Therefore, the 
morphological characteristic of the 
Taiwanese specimens is briefly described 
and its coloration is illustrated. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The specimens were obtained at fish 
markets in fishing harbours. They were 
caught by {{baby" shrimp trawlers and 
were said to be collected at depths of 
180-350 m on sandy and muddy bottoms 












