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Kwang-Tsao Shao and Lih-Wen Chen (1989) Fishes of the family Scaridae 
from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 28(1): 15-39. This is a brief report 
of the recent revision on the scarid fishes of Taiwan, which includes two genera and 
three species in subfamily Sparisomatinae, and four genera and twenty three species 
in subfamily Scarinae. Among them, the following eight species including Bolbo­
metopon muricatum (Valenciennes), Hipposcarus longiceps (Valenciennes), Scarus atropec­
toralis Schultz, S. bowersi (Snyder), S. dimidiatus Bleeker, S. oedema (Snyder), S. 
rivulatus Valenciennes, and S. schlegeli (Bleeker) are the new records for Taiwan. 
Keys, diagnostic characters, synonyms and color photographs of fresh specimens 
illustrating the different color phases of above species are provided. 
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The parrotfishes (Family Scaridae) 
belonging to Suborder Labroidei are 
mostly living in the coral reef area and 
distributed widely in the tropical Indo­
Pacific Ocean. Because of their larger 
body size they are known to be econo­
mical species and mostly caught by 
spear fishing . 

Parrotfishes are characterized by 
having fused teeth to form beak-like 
dental plates. Other unique characters 
which warrant Scaridae is onemonophy­
letic family is their lack of true stomach 
and their herbivorous habit. Choat and 
Randall (1986) also suggested that they 
are natural group since they are taxono­
mically and ecologically similar to each 
other. However, the scarids is one of the 
most difficult species of fish to identify, 
especially the genus Scarus which have 
similar body proportion and similar 
meristic counts: 9 flexible spines and 10 

soft rays of dorsal; 3 flexible spines and 
9 rays of anal, 22-24 scales in lateral line; 
pectoral fin with 11-15 rays (include two 
unbranched rays). Although the numbers 
of gill raker show considerable variation 
both intraspecifically and interspecifically, 
this character may vary with size of 
individual. Fortunately, the number of 
pectoral rays, median predorsal scales 
and the pattern of scales and its number 
of rows on the cheek have diagnostic 
value. However, any count of these 
characters is usually shared by many 
species. The shape of the caudal fin may 
also be useful but this often changes 
markedly with age. The color pattern is 
very important in distinguishing species 
of scarids but should be used with caution 
and sometimes limited. This is because 
that most scarids are dichromatic and 
change color with growth on sex reversal. 
Color patterns are usually different among 
juvenile, initial phase (including female 
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