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Sin-Che Lee (1989) Fish of the family Symphysanodontidae of Taiwan. Bull. 
Ins!. Zool., Academia Sinica 28( 1): 69-71. Symphysanodon katayamai Anderson has 
been considered as a serranid or as a lutjanid, is now betfer included with the newly 
erected family Symphysanodontidae. This species is new to Taiwan except the 
northernmost record from southern Japan. A diagnostic character, remark and color 
illustration of this species are provided in this paper 
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Two specimens collected in Septem
ber 1975 from Kaohsiung and one recent 
collection in June 1988 from Hengchun 
are identified as Symphysanodon katayamai 
Anderson and which is considered as a 
new record to Taiwan. The northernmost 
location for this species is southern Japan. 
The systematic position of Symphysanodon 
fish has been of uncertainty. Kamohara 
and Katayama (1959) assigned this genus 
into the Serranidae due to its superficial 
resemblance to anthiines~ Gosline and 
Brock (1960), Munro (1967), and Anderson 
(1970) included this genus with Lutjanidae 
because of the presence of parietal crest 
in cranium and scaly process in the axial 
of pelvic fin. However, it differs from 
Lutjanidae in the shape of jaws, number 
of opercular spines and number of verte
brae. The genus is also treated as 
uncertainty group by Nelson (1984) and 
it is herein raised to a familial level, 
Symphysanodontidae, by Katayama in 
Masuda et al. (1984). 

The distinctive character of this 
family is defined as: Body elongated and 
compressed; the notch between each rami 
of premaxillae is fit for the symphyseal 
knob from the lower jaw; both jaws with
out caninelike teeth; dorsal rays IX, 10; 
anal rays III, 7-8; scaly process in the axial 
of pelvic fin; caudal fin deeply forked; 
vertebrae 10+15=25; operculum with two 
flat spines. 

Since this species is new to Taiwan, 
the author herein describes the specimens 
available up to date, and includes 
diagnostic character, remark. and color 
illustration. 

Symphysanodon katayamai Anderson, 1970 

Fig. 1 

Symp/7ysa'nodon katayamai Anderson, 1970: 333 (type 
locality, Kochi, Japan); Masuda et al., 1984: 

138. 
Symphysanodon typus: Weber and de Beaufort, 1936: 

309 (in part); Katayama, 1960: 168. 

Materials examined: ASIZP 056325, 
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