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Shyh-Min Chao and Kun.Hsiung Chang (1989) The shallow-water Holothurians 
(Echinodermata: Holothurioidea) of southern Taiwan. Bul~ Inst. Zool., Academia 
Sinica 28(2): 107-137. This paper deals with the taxonomy and distribution of the 
holothurians live in the littoral areas up to a depth of 30 meters at the southern tip 
of Taiwan, Pescadores Is., Liu-chiu-yu and Lan-yu. Twenty three species of II 

genera belonging to the Families Holothuriidae, Stichopodidae, Phyllophoridae, Syn­
aptidae and Chiridoridae were collected. The majority of the species are widely 
distributed throughout the Indo-West Pacific region. The family Holothuriidae is 
the most aboundant one (13 species) among the five families. Of the 23 species, 17 are 
reported from Taiwan for the- first time. A key to species is given along with color 
illustrations and line-drawings on spicules; scanning electronic micrographs of major 
spicules in 20 species are also included. 
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Echinoderms are common macro­
benthos of the Taiwan and the surrounding 
islands. However, only a few papers deal 
with these animals. Echinoderm fauna 
of Taiwan has been studied by Hayasaka 
(1948, 1949), Chen and Chang (1981), Wu 
(1982), Applegate (1984), Chao (1986), 
Chen (1986) and Chen et at. (1988). Only 
two of them (Applegate 1984, Chao 1986) 
deal with the holothurians of Taiwan. 
The earliest published record of a holo­
thurian collected from Taiwan is that of 
Holothuria vagabunda (=H (Mertension­
thuria) leucospilota) by Sohima in 1957. 
Applegate (1984) investigated the echino­
derms from southern Taiwan and des-

cribed Holothuria (Cystipus) rigida, H. 
(Halodeima) atra, H. (Semperothuria) cine­
rascens and Synapta maculata. Apart from 
these records, little attention has been 
given to the~e group of common costal 
animals in Taiwan. 

This report describes the holothurian 
specimens collected from intertidal area 
up to a depth of 30 meters at the Kenting 
National Park, Pescadores Is., Lan-yu and 
Liu-chiu-yu (Fig. 1). It presents the first 
a ttempt to make a survey of the holo­
thurians inhabiting the shallow water of 
these areas. The objectives of this study 
are: 1. Collect and identify the holo­
thurians in southern Taiwan and preserve 
the specimens obtained. 2. Establish a 
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