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Sin-Che Lee (1989) First record of the callanthiid fish, Callanthias japonicus

from Taiwan (Perciformes: Callanthiidae).

Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 28(2):

153-155. A specimen of goldies, Callanthias japonicus reported here is a newly recorded
fish species from southern Taiwan where is the southernmost extension of the species
from Japan. This species was originally included in the subfamily Anthiinae under

family Serranidae.

It is now transferred to a separate family Callanthiidae. The

present paper gives a brief description of the species with coloured illustration.
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A specimen of goldies, Callanthias
japonicus Franz, collected in July 1988,
from the coral area off Kaohsiung is
regarded as a new record for Taiwan.
The taxonomic position of this species
changed several times. It was originally
included in the subfamily Anthiinae under
family Serranidae by many authors
(Tanaka, 1922; Weber and de Beaufort,
1931; Lindberg and Krasyukova, 1971;
Masuda et al., 1984). However, Nelson
(1984) remained this species of uncertain
position because it lacks many serranid
specialization and has some pseudo-
chromid affinity. Katayama (1960) re-
moved this species to the separate
subfamily Callanthiinae under the family
Serranidae, with many characteristics to

Callanthid fish, New record, Brief description.

distinguish it from other members of
fishes belonging to Anthiinae. Callan-
thiinae has 11 dorsal spines instead of 10
in Anthiinae; two widely distant nostrils
instead of more close-together ones; two
opercular spines instead of 3; smooth
preopercular edge instead of well-serrated
ones; six branchiostegal rays instead of
7; twenty four vertebrae instead of 26.
In addition, the lateral line profile of
Callanthiinae running more closer to the
dorsal base than that of Anthiinae.
Because of the greater differences be-
tween the twos, the fishes used to belong
to Callanthiinae is now elevated as
separate valid family Callanthiidae
(Anderson and Johnson, 1984; Heemstra
and Anderson, 1986). The family has two
genera (Grammatonotus and Callanthias)
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and 10 species throughout the world.

Callanthias japonicus is the only re-
presented species in Taiwan.

The purpose of this paper is to
describe the species with coloured

illustration for the first time in Taiwan.
Methods for counts and measurements
follow Lee (1980). Color description is
based on color photograph of the fresh
specimen.

Calldnthids Japonicus Franz, 1910
Fig. 1

Callanthias japonicus Franz, 1910: 40 (type locality,
Sagami Bay, Japan); Katayama, 1960: 165;
Lindberg and Krasyukova, 1972: 54; Masuda
et al., 1984: 138.

Percanthias japonicus Tanaka, 1922: 591.

Materials examined:  ASIZP 056326,
225.3mm SL, July 30, 1988, off Kaohsiung,
by handline.

Diagnosis: D. XI, 11; A. III, 11; P. 21;
Branched caudal rays 15; L1.55; Ltra. 2% ;
GR. 7422=29; Vertebrae 10+14=24. Head
3.76, body depth 296, pectoral 4.65 in
standard length. Snout 4.29, maxilla 2.24,
eye 3.21 in head length. Supramaxilla
absent. Two pairs and one pair of slightly
enlarged canines on tips of upper and
lower jaws respectively; vomer and
palatines toothed; tongue smooth. Oper-
culum with two spines. Lateral line
running near the dorsal base. Dorsal and

Fig. 1.

Callanthias japonicus, 225.3 mm SL.

anal fins' without scales; dorsal spines

slender. Pectoral fin shorter than head.
Ventral fin extends beyond anal fin
origin. Caudal fin concaved with either

tips produced into filaments. Color when
fresh reddish pink, yellowish ventrally.
Dorsal and anal fins yellowish with
purplish margins. Pectoral fin reddish
pink with yellowish base. Ventral fin
reddish pink. Caudal fin yellowish with
pinkish outer edges, filaments bright
yellowish. :
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