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Ping-Ching Fan, Chia-Hsi Chan, Wen-Cheng Chung, Mei-Ching Hsu and Chin
Cheng Wu (1989) Studies of taeniasis in Taiwan. VIII. Current status of taeniasis 
among Atayal aborigines in Nanao District, Ilan County, northeast Taiwan. Bull. 
Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 28(3): 157-164. From August 1986 to July 1987, 473 
school children in 5 primary schools and 2,767 Atayal aborigines in 7 villages in 
Nanao District, Han County, Northeast Taiwan,. were examined by Scotch tape 
perianal swab and questionnaire and demonstration of the proglottides for taeniasis, 
respectively. The infection rates of taeniasis and enterobiasis among the school 
children were 1% and 6%, respectively. For the Atayal aborigines, the overall 
infection rate of taeniasis was 10% and 336 cured cases were also discovered. 
The highest rate was found at Aohua (18%) and the lowest at Wuta (6%). Taenia 
infection increased with age from 1% among children under 10 years of age to 
a peak of 33% in the 41-50 age group. The infection was slightly higher in males 
(11%) than in females (9%). Thirty percent (212/705) of the families were found 
with one or more infected cases and one family with 5 cases. The majority (74%) 
of infected subjects often ate wild boar and flying squirrel. Other 8 kinds of animals 
were also consumed very often. Among 223 cases, 99% passed proglottides in the 
feces, 83% had pruritis ani, etc. Most patients passed Taenia proglottides less than 
10 years. 
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After Wodd War II, Huang et al. 
(1952) reported that both intestinal 
helminthic and protozoan infections as 
well as malaria were highly prevalent 
among the Atayal aborigines in Nanao 
Area. Among intestinal infections, they 

noted that taeniasis was widespread. 
Thirty years later, a field survey and 
mass treatment were done by our· Depart
ment for taeniasis, it was still highly 
prevalent among the residents in this 
area (Liu et at., 1981). 

In addition to the field study and 
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