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Tin-Yam Chan and Hsiang~Ping Yu (1989) 'Two blind lobster of the Genus 
Polycheles (Crustacea: Decapoda: Eryonoidea) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., 
Academia Sinica 28(3): 165-170. Deep-sea blind lobsters of the superfamily Eryo­

.noidea are firstly recorded in Taiwanese waters. The five specimens obtained ·con-
sists of 2 species, namely Polycheles typhlops Heller, 1862 and P. baccatus Bate, 1878. 
Both of them are very rare and were collected at the dep.~h of about 350 m. The 
morphological characteristics of these two Polycheles iobsters are briefly described, 
together with a key and color illustrations. 
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Blind lobsters (Superfamily Eryo­
noidea) are characterized by their eyes 
being rudimentary and eyestalks im­
movably fixed at the frontal carapace. 
These lobsters are usually found in very 
deep waters (deepest record exceeding 
4,000 m) while none of them have yet 
beep recorded in Taiwan. Five specimens 
of these blind lobsters were obtained by 
the authors during the last few years 
of intensive decapod-crustacean survey. 
After a close examination on these 
specimens, two species are recognized. 
Both of them belong to the genus 
Polycheles Heller, 1862 which differs 
from the closely allied genus Stereomastis 
Bate, 1888 mainly by the epipods at the 
first four pairs of pereiopods being better 
developed. The present report briefly 
describes the major morphological 

characteristics of these two blind 
lobsters. A key and color illustrations 
are also provided for their identification. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The specimens were obtained at fish 
markets. They were caught by "baby" 
shrimp trawlers off inshore waters at the 
depth of about 350 m on sandy and muddy 
bottoms. All of them are deposited at 
the Deparment of Fisheries in National 
Taiwan College of Marine Science a:p.d 
Technology (NTCMST). As tQ the 
measurements,. carapace length (cl.) and 
body length (bI.) were measured along 
the middle line from the 'anterier incision 
of the carapace to the posteTior margin 
of the carapaces and to the distal telson 
margin of fully stretched specimen 
respectively. 
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