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Jung-Fu Hang, Hsiang-Ping Yu and Masatsune Takeda (1989) Fiddler crabs 
(Crustacea; Decapoda : Ocypodidae) of Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 
28(3): 191-209. The fiddler crabs of the genus Uca (family Ocypodidae) are repre­
sented by eight species in Taiwan, namely U. arcuata (De Raan, 1835), U. coaretala 
(R. Milne Edwards, 1852), U. dussumieri (R. Milne Edwards, 1852), U. borealis Crane, 
1975, U. formosensis Rathbun, 1921, U. laetea (De Raan, 1835), U. triangularis (A. 
Milne Edwards, 1873), and U. crassipes (Adams et White, 1848). They are mostly 
collected in sandy and muddy areas around the mangrove and, river mouths of the 
Tan-Shui River, I-Lan River, Pao-Lih Creek and various other creeks in western 
Taiwan, with the last two species usually living in dryer areas. U. trimigularis, U. 
coarctata and U. dussumieri are very rare. Furthermore, the last two species only 
found in the Pao-Lih Creek of Ping-Tung County are new records from Taiwan. 
This paper reports the main morphological characteristics and habitats of these eight 
Uca species. A key and color illustrations are also provided. 
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The habitats of fiddler crabs are 
generally around river-mouths, especially 
at estuarine mud flats. Since they live 
on organic debris in soils, mangrove 
swamps become their most preferred 
habitat a's nutritions from animal and 
plant bodies are accumulated by tide 
actions. The presence of fiddler crab 
species may also be biological indicators 
of river pollutions. The records of the 
genus Uca in Taiwan have been found in 
some ecological (Chang, 1963; Su and 
Lue, 1984), and histological studies (Chang 
et al., 1985). However, these studies 
focused mainly on the fiddler crabs of 

the Tan-Shui River in northern Taiwan 
and lacked a detailed account on their 
taxonomy. The sole taxonomic report on 
the fiddler crabs of Taiwan, which was 
provided by Maki and Tsuchiya (1923), 
only contained four species: U. arcuata (De 
Haan) U. borealis Crane] U. formosensis 
Ra th bun and U. lactea (De Haan). 
Since then two more species U. crassipes 
(Adams and White) and U. triangularis (A. 
Milne Edwards) were found in Taiwan 
by Horikawa (1940) and Wang (1984) 
respectively. And now, two more species 
are added in the present paper, viz., U. 
coarctata (R. Milne Edwards) and U. 
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