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Shyh-Min Chao and Kung-Hsiung Chang (1989) Some shallow-water asteroids 
(Echinodermata: Asteroidea) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 28(3): 
215-223. The present paper deals with ten species of shallow water asteroids collected 
off Taiwan coast by SCUBA diving at the depth of 0-30 meters. The ten species 
are Archaster typicus MUller and Troschel (Archasteridae), Culcita novaeguineae MUller 
and Troschel (Oreasteridae), Fromia monilis Perrier, Linckia laevigata (Linnaeus), 
Nardoa frianti Livingstone, Ophid/aster hemprichi MUller and Troschel (Ophidia
steridae), Asterina coronata von Martens, Patiriella pseudoexigua Dartnall (Asterinidae), 
Acanthaster planci (Linnaeus) and 'Coscinasterias calamaria (Gray) (Asteriidae). Their 
systematic accounts and figures are presented in this paper. 
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The following ten species of 
asteroids were recorded previously from 
Taiwan by earlier investigaters (Haya
saka, 1949; Applegate, 1984; Run, 1985; 
Run et al., 1988). They are Culcita novae
guineae Muller and Troschel (Oreaster
idae), Linckia laevigata (Linnaeus), Nardoa 
tumulosa Fisher, Leiaster glaber' Peters 
(Ophidasteridae), Astropecten ludwigi (DE 
Lorio!), Astropecten scoparius Valencienne, 
Craspidaster hesperus (Muller and Tro
schel) (Astropectinidae), Archaster tyPicus 
Muller and Troschel (Archasteridae), 
Monachaster sanderi (Meissner) (Gonia
~teridae) and Acanthaster planci (Lin
naeus) (Acanthasteridae). Apart from 
these records, little attention has been 
paid to these common coastal animals of 
Taiwan. 

This study based primarily on the 
marine invertebrate collections made by 
a joint team from Laboratory of Marine 
Biology, National Sun Vat-sen University, 
and the Institute of Zoology, Academia 
Sinica working along the southern and 
northern coasts of Taiwan. Among the 
echinoderm collections, 48 asteroids were 
collected extensively from intertidal to 
subtidal waters of almost 30 meters in 
depth. 

Mortensen (1934) and Wu (1982) 
stated that the Malaysian region is the 
richest area with echinoderms in the 
whole world. Since Taiwan is located 
within the boundary of the Indo-Malay 
zoogeographical subregion, it is expected 
that the asteriod fauna of Taiwan would 
be highly prosperous. Although only 16 
species were recorded currently from 

1. Paper No. 325 of the Journal Series of the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica. 
2. To whom reprint request should be sent. 

215 




















