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SHORT NOTE

FIRST RECORDS OF TWO HOLOTHURIANS
(ECHINODERMATA : HOLOTHURIOIDEA)
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Shyh-Min Chao and Kun-Hsiung Chang (1990) First records of two holot-
hurians (Ec¢hinodermata : Holothurioidea) from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia
Sinica 29(1): 65-69. Two species of holothurians, Bohadschia graeffei (Semper) and
Bohadschia argus Jaegar (Holothuriidae), described here are newly recorded holo-
thurians from reef area of southern Taiwan. The genus, Bohadschia, also is new to
Taiwan. This report presents a brief description of the two species with colored

illustrations.
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Several papers (Applegate, 1984;:
Chao, 1986; Chao and Chang, 1989; Chao
et al., 1989) on the systematics of holo-
thurians from Taiwan had been published
in recent years. A total number of 25
species belonging to 5 families have been
described from Taiwan before this study.
Two species, Bohadschia graeffei (Semper)
and Bohadschia argus Jaegar (Holothurii-
dae), collected from the coral reef area
of Kenting National Park in southern
Taiwan were newly recorded from
Taiwan. According to Clark and Rowe
(1971), 13 species of the genus Bohadschia
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were recorded from the Indo-West Pacific
area, but it is the first time that Bohad-
schia been discovered in Taiwan.

The purpose of this short communi-
cation is to re-describe the species with
ecological photos and spicules from body
wall for the first time in Taiwan. Up to
this moment, 27 species are reported from
the shallow waters off shore of Taiwan.
Methods for preservation and identifica-
tion follow Rowe and Doty (1977) and
Sheals (1978). The specimens are depo-
sited in the Laboratory of Marine Inverte-
brates, Institute of Zoology, Academia
Sinica (ASIZ), Taipei, Taiwan.
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Fig. 1. Bohadschia argus, various branched rods.

Bohadschia argus Jaegar
(Figs. 1, 3)

Bohadschia argus Jaegar, 1833: 19 (type locality, E.
Indies) (not seen).

_Holothuria argus, Domantay, 1960: 84; Chang and
Liao, 1964: 34; Rowe, 1969: 130; Clark and
Rowe, 1971: 177 (distribution); Lido, 1975:
206; Rowe and Doty, 1977: 229; Tan Tin,
1981: 68.

Material: ASIZ-50025, 1 specimen; 1
meter depth, Nan-wang, southern Taiwan;
Apr. 23, 1989.

Diagnosis: A specimen. with the
length of 45cm and width of 15cm; with

20 peltate tentacles. Pedicels present
ventrally. Color in live is dull gray and
purplish of some shades, with conspicuous
yellowish encircled spots on body wall.
Spicules are various branched rods (Fig.
1).

Remarks:. A specimen was found in
a tidal pool covered by coral sand and
dead coral fragments. Bohadschia argus
is a common tropical species that had
been reported from Ceylon area and Ben-
gal Bay through South Pacific Is., but
not yet recorded from Hawaii, eastern
Pacific. This species is rare in Taiwan.

Fig. 2. Bohadschia graeffei, trident-shaped and rosette-like spicules.
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Fig. 3. Bohadschia argus Jaegar. Nan-wang, southern Taiwan.

Fig. 4. Bohadschia graeffei (Semper). Nan-wang, southern Taiwan.
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Bohadschia graeffei (Semper)
(Figs. 2, 4

Holothuria graeffei Semper, 1868: 78 (type locality,
Philippine) (not seen).

Bohadschia graeffei, Domantay, 1960: 92; Rowe,
1969: 130; Clark and Rowe, 1971: 177 (distri-
bution); Rowe and Doty, 1977: 229; Cher-
bonnier and Feral, 1984: 669.

Material: ASIZ-50026, 1 specimen; 8
meters depth, Nan-wang, southern Tai-
wan; Dec. 20, 1988. .

Diagnosis: Animal with a length of
20 cm and width of 6 cm; with 20
black peltate tentacles. Pedicels present
ventrally; the tip of pedicels are white.
Mouth is surrounded by a rim of papillae.
Spicules include rosette-like fenestrates
and trident-shaped tower-like forms
(Fig. 2). Color is generally light tan or
yellowish with brown patches and spots.

Remarks: Single specimen was dis-
covered on the exposed surface of reef
flat at a depth of 8 meters of Kenting
National Park. Bohadschia graeffei had
been reported from Red Sea, Maldive
area, East Indies, Philippine Is. and South
Pacific Is.. It is rare in the waters off
shore of Taiwan.
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