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Nasser A. AI-Asgab (1990) Seasonal dynamics of Rhipicephalus turanicus (Acari: 
Ixodidae) on sheep and goats in the AI-Sarawat Mountains of Makkah province, 
Saudi Arabia. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 29(2): 113-120. The seasonal dynamics 
of adults Rhipicephalus turanicus on sheep and goats, and the immatures on rodents 
were studied in two valleys in AI-Sarawat mountain range of Makkah province, 
Saudi Arabia, from December 1985 through November 1987. Adults R. turanicus 
were found on sheep throughout the year in both valleys with two speak in January 
and September. The infestation on goats showed marked seasonal variations, and 
the tick was found in both valleys in winter, spring and early summer (December­
June). During late summer and fall (July-November) adults were rarely found on 
goats. Adults of R. turanicus were found more often on sheep than on goats, while 
the immature stages were found on Meriones rex, Acomys dimitiatus and Gerbil/us 
dasyurus. 
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The Tuanian rhipicephaline Rhipice­
phalus turanicus Pomerantsev, 1936 has a 
wide range of· distribution extends from 
southern U. S. S. R., China and India 
through the Middle and Near East, into 
southern Europe and northern Africa 
(Hoogstraal, 1985, Morel and Vassilides, 
1963, and Pegram et al. 1987a). Within this 
overall range, R. turanicus occurs in widely 
differing ecological habitats. In Africa 
it has been found in arid and semi-arid 
steppe and tropical and subtropical 
savannah in areas with annual rainfall 
ranging from 100-1,000 mm. In Europe it 
occurs in southern and eastern temperate 
zones, and in Asia in tropical and sub-
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tropical zones (Pegram et al., 1987a). The 
adults turanicus feed on all livestock and 
on large and medium-sized wild herbi­
vores and carnivores. Imma tures are 
found chiefly on rodents, hedgehogs and 
hares (Hoogstraal 1985, Hoogstraal and 
Tatchell, 1985). Babesia and Theileria 
infecting domestic animals, as well as 
several viruses of medical importance 
were isolated from the tick (Achuthan 
1980, Chow et al. 1983, Hoogstraal 1979 
and Pegram et at. 1987a).. Recently, the 
tick has been found in abundance in two 
main regions in the Kingdom; Makkah 
and eastern provinces (AI-Khalifa et at., 
1987; Diab et al., 1987). The present 
study is a part of a 5-year nationwide 
















