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of the giant spider crab, Macrocheira kaempferi (Temminck, 1836) (Crustacea: 
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Macrocheira kaempferi (Temminck, 1836), a species supposedly endemic to Japan, is 
recorded for the first time in Taiwanese waters. The distinctive morphological 
characteristics of this crab are described, together with color ill ustrations. 
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Up to the present, the genus 
Macrocheira de Haan, 1839 (Family 
Majidae) is represented by one living and 
three extinct species: M. kaem,pjeri 
(Temminck, 1836), M telglandi Rathbun, 
1926, M yabei (Imaizumi, 1957) and M gin
zanensis Imaizumi, 1965. Of these species, 
M. kaempferi is well-established for the 
genus and most widely known for its 
enormous size, ca. 3.5 m between the tips 
of a fully matured male's stretched 
chelipeds. This is the largest size ever 
recorded not only of the crustaceans, but 
also of the living arthropods. 

Macrocheira kaerrzpj eri is called the 

Japanese giant crab, because its distri A 

butional range has been restricted to the 
water off of Japan's Pacific coastline from 
Iwate Prefecture in the northeastern 
Honshu to the west of Kyushu. 

Recently, however,. a female specimen 
of M. kaernpjeri was collected by a com
mercial trawler off Suauo in northeastern 
Taiwan at a depth of 100-150 m. An 
explanation for this may be the fact that 
the fishing grounds off of Taiwan have 
gradually moved to deeper waters due to 
improvements made in deep-sea fishing 
gear as a result of the coastal fishing 
resources' depletion. The occurrence of 
this crab in the waters surrounding 
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