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Seira Kimura (1990) On the type specimens of Salmo macrostoma, Oncorhyn­
chus ishikawae and 0. rhodunls. Bull Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 29 (3, Supple­
men t): 1-16. It is concluded from examinatlon of holotypes that the following 
scientific names apply to the Oncorhynchus masou complex: Oncorhynchus masou 
masou (Brevoort) for the anadromous masu salmon and land-locked Yamame, 0. 
masou !shikawai Jordan and McGregor for the Amago and sea-run Satsuki salmon, 
and 0. masou subsp. for the Biwa salmon. 

Taxonomy and nomenclature of these salmon have been so much confused that 
the present author observed the type specimens of Salmo macrostoma Gunther, 
Oncorhynchus ishikawae and O. rhodurus both named by Jordan and McGregor 
(1925). The three type specimens are each equivalent to the three holotypes, since 
they were used to provide the original descriptions and illustrations. After his 
observations, the author attained the following results. S. macrostoma is a synonym 
of 0. masou. O. ishikawae has certain validity for the Amago and sea -run Satsuki 
salmon, but O. rhodunls which is currently used for Biwa salmon is a synonym of 0. 
ishikawae or O. masou. Therefore, the Biwa salmon has no adequate name for 
present use. The morphological differences among these fishes are not always 
significant and the natural geographical distribution was clearly separated in the past, 
The author considers the differences among members of this taxon, O. masou, as 
sub specific. 
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The masu salmon complex in Japan is 
comprised of the aradromous masu 
salmon, its parr and land-locked form, the 
Yamame, Oncorhynchus masou masou 
(Brevoort), the Amago as well as its sea-run 
form, the Satsuki slamon, O. masou 
ishikawai Jordan and McGregor, and the 
lacustrine Biwa salmon, O. masou subsp. 
(Kimura,' 1989): These forms are so alike 
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in external morphology, meristic char­
acters and life history that their taxonomy 
and nomenclature have been involved in 
much confusion. This undesirable state is 
partly caused by vagueness of their original 
descriptions and localities. In order to 
find a solution of the taxonomic problems 
of this masu salmon complex, it was 
necessary to re-examine the type speci­
mens of Salma macrosto rna described by 
































