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Fish habitat in streams is made worse by sabo works which are control of erosion and 
sedimentation, through two major processes: dams obstruct fish passage and channel 
works eliminate the environmental multifariousness of fish habitat. Although fishway 
is a means to solve the problem of fish passage, fishways attached to sabo lams in­
volve many problems. Adoption of combination of the method of low dams series 
and simple pool-type fishway is recommended. Grasping nature of a stream and per­
forming proper channel works in accordance with the nature possibly enables 
desirable channel works that ~tisfy both prevention of disaster and conservation of 
fish habitat. In order to avoid excessive sabo works, it is important to understand 
sabo works and proper treatment of watershed. 
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Sabo works, which are control of ero­
sion and sedimentation for the sake of our 
lives and property,- are undoubtedly neces­
sary means for our safety~ It is very com­
mon that sabo works threaten fish in 
streams. Keeping fish habitat in good 
condition is also important in terms of 
both biological aspects and an environ­
mental issue to people. In this context, 
I emphasize that the both subjects, 
which are sabo works and conservation of 
fish habitat, must not exclude each 
other. They have been practically op­
posed to each other, however, we must 
aim to let the both subjects work out 
altogether. 

The problem of, consistency of con­
servation of freshwater fish and sabo 

works in streams is composed of two 
levels. Level I is of technical issues: Are 
such sabo works possible that never give 
any damage to fish habitat? If possible, 
how are they? - Since sabo works which 
are harmless to fish habitat do not ma­
terialize yet, to give precedence to protec­
tion of human beings from suffering nat­
ural disasters would bring great misery to 
fish, and if fish habitat is intended to be 
protected perfectly, sabo works must have 
great constrictions. Here, issues of level 
2 arise: How these contradicting two ,prob­
lems would reach to a compromise under 
certain social circumstances and the 
natural environment. The issues of level 2 
are rather social than those of level 1. 

These two problems are not inde­
pendent at all. Even if the consistency of 
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