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Jeng-Ping Chen, Kwang-Tsao Shao and Hin-Kiu Mok (1990) A review of the 
Myripristin fishes from Taiwan with description of a new species. Bull. Inst. Zool., 
Academia Sinica 29(4): 249-264. This paper reports on fourteen species of fishes of 
the subfamily Myripristinae, which belong to three genera of the Myripristis, Ostichthys 
and Plectrypops occurring in the surrounding waters of Taiwan. Among them, one 
species, Ostichthys sheni is new and five species are new records. These newly 
added species are Myripristis berndti Jordan and Evermann, M. chrJ!seres Jordan 
and Evermann, M. seychellensis Ciivier, M. vittata Ciivier and Ostichthys kaianus 
(Giinther). The species of M. parvidens Ciivier which has been added by Shen et al. 
(1980), should be changed to its senior synonym of M. murdjan (Forsskal) according 
to Randall and Gueze (1981). Keys, diagnoses, synonyms and color pictures of all 
species are also given. 
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The fishes of the family Holo­
centridae in the world were divided into 
two subfamilies, Myripristinae and Holo­
centrfnae, by Nelson (1955). The former 
subfamily which was called soldier fishes 
consists of five genera: Myripristis (about 
twenty-one species), Ostichthys (one 
Atlantic and seven Indo-Pacific species), 
Plectrypops (one Atlantic and one Indo­
Pacific species) and two monotypic 
genera Pristilepis (Indo-Pacific species) 
and Corniger {Atlantic species). The 
latter subfamily, so called squirrelfishes, 
consists of three genera: Holocentrus 

(two Atlantic species), Sargocentron (five 
Atlantic and about twenty-one Indo­
Pacific species) and Neoniphon (one 
Atlantic and four Indo-Pacific species). 

The taxonomic status of these two 
subfamilies of Holocentridae has long 
been in debate. Dunkle and Olsen (1959) 
pointed out that there were two separate 
evolutionary lines of subfamilies of 
Holocentridae. Frizzell and Lamber (1961) 
provided evidences on the the basis of 
their fossil otoliths and suggested that 
it should have been diversified since at 
least the Middle Eocene .. Although, some 
other authors suggested that the two 
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