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Chen-Hdang Lin and Shih-Chieh Shen (1991) A reVISlon of the mugilid 
fishes from Taiwan. Bull. Inst. Zool., Academia Sinica 30(4): 273-288. The mugilid 
fishes from Taiwan including five genera and ten species are revised. Among 
them, one genus, Oedalechilus and three species, Oedalechilus labiosus, Liza alata and 
L. subviridis are new records for Taiwan. Key, diagnostic charcteristics, synonyms 
and color photographs of each species are given. 
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Fishes of the family Mugilidae, 
usually called mullet, occur in tropical 
and temperate oceans. There are 13 
genera (Agonostomus, Cestraeus, Chaeno­
mugil, Joturus, Liza, Mugil, Myxus, Rino­
mugil, Valamugil, Oedalechilus, Crenimugil, 
Aldrichetta and Trachystoma) with about 
95 species known in the world (Nelson, 
1984). 

The earliest reports on the collections 
of mullets in Taiwan are from 1919, 1922a 
and 1922b by Oshima who recorded 11 
species: Mugil cephalus, M. oeur, M. 
japonicus (=M. cephalus), M. 'carinatus 
(=Liza afjinis) , M. anpinensis (=L. dus­
sumieri), M. kelaarlii (= Valamugil cun­
nesius), Liza jormosae, L. pescadorensis 
(=L. macrolepis). L. parva (=L. macrolepis), 
L. troscheli (=L. macrolepis) and Chelon 
crenilabis (= Crenimugil crenilabis). Among 
them, Mugil oeur and M. japonicus were 
synonymized with M. cephalus by Thomson 
(1964), Mugil carinata of Oshima (1919) 
was misidentified as L. affinis (Senou et 
al., 1987). Therefore, only 8 species listed 
by' Oshima are recognized. Chen (1969) 
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added 5 more species, Mugil tade, Lita 
vaigiensis, L. melinoptera, L. macrolepis 
(M. troscheli), and Crenimugil crenilabis to 
the Taiwan list. The former 3 species 
which are usually found in the Indo­
Australian area, are usually not collected 
in Taiwan waters. Chen and Yu (1986) 
added another 4 species: Liza subviridis, 
Valamugil cunnesius, V. speigleri and V. 
seheli. Among them only Liza subviridis 
and Valamugil cunnesius were found in 
Taiwan, Valamugil speigleri and V. seheli 
were collected from the Indo-Australian 
area but this also remains doubtful. 
Mugilid fishes have been extensively and 
intensively collected in the Taiwan 
waters by some workers from 1982 to 
1990. The collection reveals that there 
are 10 species belonging to five genera: 
Mugil cephalus (Linnaeus, 1758), Liza 
macrolepis (Smith, 1849) L. affinis (Gunther, 
1861), L. dussumieri (Cuvier and Valencien­
nes, 1836), L. subviridis (Valenciennes, 
1836), L. alata (Steindachner, 1892), 
Valamugil cunnesius (Valenciennes, 1836), 
V. jormosae (Oshima, 1921), Crenimugil 
crenilabis (Forsskal, 1775) and Oedalechilus 
































