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Chuen-Tan Jean and Sin-Che Lee (1992) New record of a sparid fish, 
Acanthopagrus australis from Taiwan. Bull. In st. Zoo!., Academia Sinica 31(3): 221-
223. Acanthopagrus australis reported here is a newly recorded sparid fish which 
was collected from off the northwestern coast of Taiwan. This brings the number 
of Taiwan sparid species in the genus Acanthopagrus to four. This paper provides 
a brief description of the species, a color illustration, and a revised key to the 
Acanthopagrus species. 
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The species Acanthopagrus australis, 
belonging to the family Sparidae, was 
first established by Gunther (1859) as 
Chrysophrys australis; the species was 
commonly found at that time in Austra
lian seas, and was also known to enter 
rivers. The northern-most distribution 
of this species was recorded in Okinawa 
(Masuda et al., 1984). 

Recently, thirty-two specimens were 
caught off the northwestern coast of 
Taiwan and identified as Acanthopagrus 
australis. This record is new to Taiwan; 
three other cogeneric species-Acantho
pagrus berda, A. latus, and A. schlegeli
were previously reported in 1983 by 
Lee. A short description of the diagno" 
stic characteristics of this sparid, a color 

photograph, and a revised key to the 
species of Acanthopagrus follow. 

l'vfethods for counting and taking 
measurements followed Lee's (1983) 
descriptions. Two of our specimens were 
deposited in the Museum ~f the Institute 
of Zoology, Academia Sinica; the remain
ing specimens were dissected and placed 
in deep freeze for electrophoretic study. 

Genus Acanthopagrus (Peters, 1855) 

Acanthopagrus australis (Gunther, 1859) 

(Fig. 1) 

Chrysophrys australis Gi.inther, 1859: 494 (Australia). 
Sparus australis; Weber and de Beaufort, 1936: 469. 
Acanthopagrus australis; Grant, 1978: 392; Masuda 

et az', 1984: In. 

Materials examz'ned: ASIZP 056621, 

I. Paper No. 264 of the Journal Series of the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica. 
2. To whom reprint requests should be sent. 
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